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PREFACE. 


Y yy rronves ſteps out of the line of 
his profeſſion will be liable to cen- 
ſure, though not always deſerving of it. 
I therefore think it neceſſary to account 
for my offering theſe ſhort Addreſſes to 
Children. 
on the firſt inſtitution o 8 
Schools in the city of Bath, I entertained 
a favourable opinion of it; and, as I had 
leiſure, was deſirous of giving my aſſiſt- 
ance : I therefore with pleaſure accepted 
the propoſal made to me of becoming a 
member for ſupporting the Sunday-Schools 
= e/tablifhed in this city. I was ſoon convin- 
| ced of the urility of the inſtitution ; for 
& thoſe children, who before the eſtabliſh- 
ment of Sunday-Schools here were accuſ- 
tomed to riot about the ſtreets: in dirt 
| and CO and ſeldom uſed the name of the 
2 A 3 Supreme 


E 


Supreme Being but to take it in vain, 
. grew cleanly, were better clothed, reve- 
renced the name of Gov, and acquired 
ſome knowledge of their duty to Him, 


their neighbour, and themſelves. And it 


was evident that they were in a better ſtate 
of health, and more decent and reſpectful i 
in their behaviour. Encouraged by theſe | 
_ appearances, I earneſtly wiſhed to ſee in- 
duſtry blended with religion ; and, with | 


the aſſiſtance of ſeveral Ladies and Gen- 


tlemen, a School of IN DusrRY was eſta- 
bliſhed, conſiſting of one hundred and Y 
eighty children, in which 5 
Thirty little Girls are taught to knit 


garters and ſtockings. 


Thirty little Boys to knit garters and : 
ſtockings; alfo to make nets of all ſorts. | 
Thirty Girls to ſpin wool for clothing 


and ſtockings; alſo to card wool. 
Thirty Girls to ſpin flax t to make their 
linen. 


Thirty Boys to ſpin wool for clothing 
and ſtockings ; alſo to card the wool. 


Thirty Girls to ſew ; who make and 


mend their linen, &c. 
The 
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The whole are taught to read twice 


: 'J every day, and on Sundays are particularly 


| | inſtructed in their religious duties. 
= To theſe ſix Schools I have devoted great 
part of my time for upwards of five years, 


WW which has enabled me to diſcover the ge- 


nius, abilities, and diſpoſitions, of the chil- 
dren. I perceived, that they learned to 
read, and repeat by memory, more expe- 
ditiouſly than I expected, but I was impa- 
tient in hearing them do this without un- 


derſtanding what they read or repeated. 
“For though I recollected that in the early 
part of life I was in the fame ſituation, yet 


my learning was progreſſive, for I had pa- 
rents who were able and willing to improve 
my underſtanding; whereas the greater 


8. part of theſe poor children, who are under 


my care, would, when they left the School, 
be at a ſtand, or rather recede. To pre- 
vent this, as far as was in my power, I ſpoke 
to them on religious and moral ſubjects, 
ſuited my language and metaphors to their 
comprehenſion, and J had great ſatisfaction. 
in obſerving that they gradually underſtood 
. 1 | my 


E iii J 
my Addreſſes to them, and were frequently 
ſo ſenſibly affected, as even to ſhed tears. 
On my return from the Schools, I en- 
deavoured, at my leiſure, to recollect what 
I bad ſaid to them, eſpecially what ſeemed 


moſt to have made an impreſſion on their 
minds; and I committed, from time to 


time, my addreſſes to paper; and finding, 
on reading them to other children and my 
ſervants, they underſtood and felt them, I 


ventured to communicate them to ſome of 


the Clergy, eminent for their learning and 


deſire to do good, who perſuaded me to 


publiſh them; as they aſſured me they were 


convinced ſuch a publication would be ſer- 
viceable to the Sunday-Schools. This is 


my apology for publiſhing theſe Addreſſes. 
Authors may be ſaid to have one of theſe 
three motives for publiſhing their works, 
Gain, Fame, or a Defire to do good. 
As I publiſh theſe Addreſſes (ſhould any 
profit ariſe from the publication). for the 


benefit of the Sunday-Schools, the School | 


of Induſtry, and Blue School, eſtabliſhed 


in this * I am Is from the fir of 
a N chem 
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them as no gain can accrue to me from it. 
The /econd, the ſimplicity of the ſtyle and 
the objects to whom they are directed, will 
clearly ſhew that I cannot be a candidate 
for fame: I therefore flatter myſelf, that I 
ſhall be credited, when I aſſert, that my 
ſole motive is to do good. | 

Jam now ſixty years of age; a few years 
more may bury me in oblivion : therefore 
[ . my only deſire is to meet the approbation of 
F BY my fellow-labourers in the ſame vineyard, 
149 and of that great, good, and merciful Being, 
0 
e 


who alone knows the ſecrets of the heart. 
Though I have met with difficulties, 
they have been greatly overpaid by the 


is pleaſure I have received from the conſci- 
= ouſneſs that J have, to the utmoſt: of my 
ſe power, endeavoured to promote genuine 


Chriſtianity, and unite it with induſtry, 
from which, indeed, it cannot be ſeparated. 


Sept. 1791. 
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TO THE READ ER. 


As ſome words in theſe Addreſſes may be 
conſidered as unintelligible to Sunday-Schoot 
Children, I muſt obſerve, that if I ufed thoſe 
words in addrefiing them, I certainly ex- 
. plained them 3 but it would have occaſioned. 
great circumlocution to have done it in print. 
I therefore have left it to the Viſitors, or 
thoſe who may read theſe Addreſſes to Chil- 
dren on the illiterate, to explain as they ſhalt 
think proper. 


The method I have uſed with my own chil= 
dren or others has been, whilſt" they were 
Feading-or repeating to me, to mark with @ | 
pencil the words I thought they did not un- 
derfland, and when- they had finiſhed reading: 
or repeating, to aſk them the meaning, and, 
When neceſſary, explain them. 


— 


| 1. 46S 
Children of Sunday Schools. 
ST. JOHN vii. 17. 
IF' ANY MAN WILL DO HIS WILL, HE SHALL 
KNOW OF THE DOCTRINE WHETHER IT 


BE OF GOD, OR WHETHER I SPEAK OF 
MYSELF... | 


"HEN our Bleſſed Lord was inſtructing 
the Jews, they ſeemed much ſurpriſed at 
his doctrine: they could not believe that a per- 
ſon edueated in the manner he was, could inſtruct 
them; he therefore repeated the words in the 
text, „ any mar till do his will,. he ſpall know 
F the doctrine whether it be of Go, or whether I 
Spear of myſelf ;” that is to fay,. You are well ac- 
quainted with the Scriptures, in which the will 
of God is declared: If the advice I give you be 
agreeable. to the laws off Gop, you wilt judge 
whether. offer you a doctrine of my own; or that 
which Gop himſelf has given yon. Av your viſi- 
tor, I cannot be ſatisfied merely with hearing you 

oy: the. Scriꝑtures, and: repeat the. Catechiſin, 
| Aw but: 
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but I think it my duty frequently to give you 
good advice, and remind you of your duty to 0D, 
your neighbour, and yourſelves. 

To read the Scriptures, or repeat them by me- 
mory, unleſs you endeavour to underſtand them, 
can be of little uſe. Birds have been taught to 
fpeak, but not to underſtand what they fpeak : 
The domeſtick and tame animals, ſuch as horſes, 
dogs and cats, are endued with reaſon ſufficient to 
love and fear their maſters: when they are kindly 
treated, they expreſs by their actions a ſurpriſing 
ſhare of gratitude, ſeem even ſorry when they have 
offended, and ſhew a fear of puniſhment. If you 
do not improve your minds by what you read and 


hear, you will be leſs valuable than thoſe animals, 


and inferior to them. If you do not love Gop, 
for all the benefits he daily beſtows on you, are 
not ſorry when you have broken his laws, and are 
not fearful of offending him, you are a diſgrace to 
mankind; for God has bleſſed you with reaſon 


and with ſpeech, and it is your duty to improve 


your minds by attending ſeriouſly to what you read, 
to endeavour to remember it, and to obſerve at- 
tentively, when I am inſtructing you, whether 
What I ſay to you be agreeable to the Scriptures 
and your Catechiſm ; if it be, you may be aſ- 
| tured, that what J teach you is the doctrine of 


God, and not merely my own, 88 as ſuch you 


Jhould pay it rent a attention, e 
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= as A ſincere and kind friend, I flatter myſelf you 


E 


The Scriptures were written for mankind in 
general ; but I am under the neceſſity, owing to 
the ignorance of ſome of you, to explain them in 
ſuch a manner, that you may the more readily un- 
derſtand me, but I ſhall never explain them in a 
manner which is not perfectly agreeable to your 
Catechiſm, and to ſuch good books as are allowed 
to be read in this ſchool by your miniſters; if I 
did, my doctrine would not be the doctrine of 
Gop, but that of my own imagination, which 
would be very preſumptuous in me to give, and 
improper for you to receive. 

To love Gop with all your heart, with all your 
mind, with all your foul, and with all your 
ſtrength, and to love your neighbour as yourſelf, 
is what I ſhall in different diſcourſes enforce, and 
do it inſo plain and ſimple a manner, that what E 
ſay may be underſtood by every one of you. 

I ſhall frequently aſk you what you remember 
of my Addreſſes on different ſubjects, in order to 
ſee whether they have made a proper impreſſion on 
your minds. If you attend to them, (as I hope 
you will) I ſhall have the heartfelt ſatisfaction of 
baving laid the foundation of truly religious prin- 
Ciples in your minds; and you will have reaſon to 
| thank Gop for having given you an opportunity 
of knowing his will, and learning to be wiſe un- 
to ſalvation. And as I have always acted by you 


will 
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will not refuſe me the greateſt ſatisfaction I can 
receive, that of having contributed to your pre- 
ſent and: everlaſting happineſs; which Gop of 
his infinite mercy grant, through Jeſus Chriſt. 


- . 
4 


GENESIS i. 3. 


LET THERE BE LIGHT, AND THERE WAS 
LIGHT... Rs 


XH O can read theſe words without aſtoniſh« 
ment and reverential awe ? Learned men 

in all ages have declared, that there is ſomething 
fo ſublime and grand:1n.them,. that no other words 
could expreſs. Learneſtly,wiſh.to make the mean- 
ing of them plain to you, and that they may make 
ſome impreſlion.on your minds; at the ſame time 
I would hope not to leſſen the dignity.of them. I 
will therefore defire you to ſuppoſe yourſelves on 
a very high hill, in a very dark night, ſo dark, that 
not the ſmalleſt ray of: light appeared, that you 
could not fee even your on hands, and ſuddenly 
you were to hear a. voice uttering theſe words, Let 
there be Light.; and in an inſtant you beheld the ſun 
bright as at noon-day,. and ſaw. every object diſ- 
tinctly. This is giving you a very: faint idea or 
notion of it; yet fure I am: you would be ſtruck 
with fear and amazement at ſuch an event. But 


1 

unleſs you afterwards reflected on it, you would 
| receive no more benefit from it than the brute cre- 
f ation. Such a ſudden change from darkneſs to 
light would ſurprize and terrify them, but it would 
make no impreſſion on their ſenſes. To you, how- 
ever, who are bleſſed with reaſon, it ſhould make 
the greateſt and. moſt laſting impreſſion. on your 
minds. Would. you not immediately declare it 
to be the voice of the. Almighty Gop that you: 
heard, and that it was He who changed the night 
into day? Undoubtedly you would. Though you: 
never before had ſeen ſo ſudden a change, you have 
frequently, before you went to reſt, obſerved it to 
be very dark ſo much ſo, that you. have not been 
able to ſee any object; when you have riſen in the. 
morning, you have beholden the light of the ſun. 
Be then aſſured that the ſame great and good Being, 
who now orders the ſun to ſhine by day and the- 
moon by night, was he who ſaid, Let there be light,, 
and there was light, It is. He who created the hea- 
ven and the earth, and'all that in them is ; it is He, 
who continues to govern them; it is He who gave 
the Ten Commandments to Maſes to be delivered 
Ito the people of Iſrael, to be obſerved by them 
and their children for ever. Who then dares pre- 
fume wilfully to diſobey the ordes of ſo great and 
ſo powerful a Being, who is able to puniſh men. 
on earth with all kind of diſeaſes and miſeries, and: 
in another world.“ to caſt them into outerdarkneſs,, 

ö where 
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where there will be weeping, and wailing, and 
gnaſhing of teeth; where the worm never dieth, 
and the fire is not — 2 

Reflect on this, my little hearers, and be wiſe 
unto ſalvation. | 

J have thus explained to you the Power of A1. 
mighty Gop in producing light out of darkneſs. 
To explain to you the great advantage that light 
is of to mankind muſt be unneceſſary; for young 
as you are, you are able to diſcover that day is a 
great bleſſing. I will therefore now ſpeak to you 
of the Light of the Goſpels | 

. Before our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt came | 
on earth, the Laws of Gop were delivered to the 
Jews by Moſes. The promiſes made to them if 
they obſerved thoſe laws, and the puniſhments de- 
nounced againſt them if they diſobeyed, were un- 
derſtood by the Jews as relating only to the prefent 
life ; very few having the leaſt idea that thoſe re- 
wards and puniſhments would reach beyond the' 
grave. When our Lord Jeſus Chriſt appeared on 
earth, he aſſured the Jews, that he came to fulfil the 
laws of Gop delivered to them by Moſes, and en- 
forced by the Prophets, and not to deſtroy them. | 
He made known to them, that he was the promiſed 
Meſſiah, which he proved by his miracles, his re- 
furrection, and aſcenſion ; he preached to them 
forgiveneſs of fins, reſurrection from the grave, 


and life nn that the terms of forgiveneſs} 
| 1 
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of ſins were, a ſincere repentance, a firm belief that 
he was the only begotten Son of Gop, who had 
offered himſelf as a facrifice for the ſins of all man- 
kind, and that through his merits they could be 
ſaved from puniſhment ; which would be not only 

in this world, but in the next for ever and ever. 

Now to be forgiven ſins on any terms was an 
unſpeakable favour ; but to be promiſed everlaſting 
happineſs was a bleſſing that exceeded in mercy 
and kindneſs every thing that the moſt righteous 
men could expect ; and as a proof of the great- 
neſs of this bleſſing, no one but the Son of Gop 
was thought worthy to deliver this divine promiſe 
to mankind. 

In the Old Teftument's you read the laws of Gop 
in the Ten Commandments. In the New Teſta- 
ment the ſubſtance of them is alſo given, with a 
true account of the birth of our Lord and Saviour 


| Jeſus Chriſt, his miracles, doctrine, and promiſes, 
which are contained in the four Goſpels ; and the 


inſtructions in the Epiſtles to the Romans, Hebrews, 
&c. will alſo be of great benefit to you, and will en- 
lighten your minds, if you ſeriouſly attend to them. 
I muſt obſerve to you, that the words ignorance 
and darkneſs are uſed to expreſs the ſame meaning. 
To be ignorant, therefore, of any thing is to be in 
the dark. Light not only means the being able 
to ſee any object with our eyes, but extends to 


© the mind. Many of you, till you came to theſe 


0m 
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f-hools, were in groſs darkneſs as to your duties 
to Gop, your neighbour, and yourſelves : but 
your having been taught thoſe duties by reading 
the Bible, yon are no longer in the dark; for you 
fee and underſtand them; therefore, as it is from 
the Goſpel you receive this light, it is by diſtine- 
tion called the Light of the Goſpel. 

As you value your immortal ſouls, let me in- 
treat you, my dear young friends, to walk by this 
light as long as you live; and though, by the ſins 
of your firſt parents, you muſt paſs through the 
ſhadow of death, yet through the merits of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt you will riſe to a life of ever- 


laſting light and happineſs. 


x 


LUKE xvii. 17. 


JESUS ANSWERING, SAID, WERE THERE 


NOT TEN CLEANSED, BUT WHERE ARE 
THE NINE? 


O * of the many miracles that our Saviour 
performed, was that of W ten 1 
at the ſame time. 

The lepr / was a diſorder of all others the mod 
diſagreeable to the Jews, as they who were afflict- 
ed with it, were obliged to live ſeparate from 
thoſe who were free from it, until they obtained a 

cure; 
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dure; nor could they again be admitted into the 


company even of their friends, until they had 
ſhewn themſelves to the prieſts, and the prieſts 


were ſatisfied they were clean. As theſe ten le- 


pers were under a great obligation to- our Lord 
for healing them of the leproſy, than of any other 
diſorder, ſurely a greater degree of | gratitude. 
might be expected from ſuch who had received ſo 
great a benefit. In their way to the prieſts, they 
all perceived that they were healed, but only one 
of the ten returned to our Lord to give glory to 
Gop for fo miraculous a cure, and this man was 


| a ſtranger, a Samaritan—one who was not of the 


Jewiſh religion. 
I am convinced, my little hearers, that there 
is not one amongſt you, who does not condemn 


the nine Jews, and applaud the Samaritan; yet 


ſtrange as it may appear to you, I fear you allo 
have acted like the nine lepers. How often have 
many of you been ſick, in great pain, and in your 
diſtreſs have cried out Lord, have mercy upon 
me!“ The Lord has heard you; you have reco- 
vered. But have you, like the Samaritan, re- 
turned thanks to Gop for it? No; like the nine 

lepers, you have forgotten him who healed you. 
How many of you have been recovered from 
dangerous fickneſs within theſe two or three 
years, yet only one of you has ever thought of re- 
turning 


. 
turning thanks to Almighty God, for the favours 
vouchſafed to her. 
How few of you are thankful for the hd 
you daily receive from your kind benefactors, 
who act the part of tender parents to you! From 
a ſtate of ignorance, they are at a great expence 
to have you inſtructed and brought up as Chriſ- 
tians! to have you taught ſuch employments as 
may for the preſent keep you from idleneſs, and 
be uſeful to you for the remainder of your days! 
Many of you are likewiſe cloathed, and, if you 
behave properly, placed out in a way to get your w 
bread honeſtly. Your particular viſitors give up 
their time to inſtruct you; are continually doing 
you ſome kindneſs in health or ſickneſs ; yet how 
few ever return them thanks, or ſeem ſenſible of \ 


te obligation! 


It is not, children, that ay want your thanks me 
on their account, but on your on; for if you tio 
fhew no gratitude to them whom you ſee daily, Fr 
how can they expect that you will behave with to 
gratitude to Gop, whom you have not ſeen ? G0 

Be aſſured that without gratitude you cannot W. 
de a child of Gop, nor an inheritor of the king- ¶ frec 
dom of heaven. us, 

The child who is not ſenſible and thankful for ¶ hay 
the benefits he daily receives, muſt have a diſpoſi- 
tion to evil; and when his. character is known, 

* | will 
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will meet with no friends on earth, and can ex- 
pect no favour from heaven. Ire 
Let me then intreat you to follow the example 
of the grateful leper ; and when you call on the 
Lord for help in the time of need, he will cer- 


| tainly help you. 


—————— ͤQ—— 
Jos ii. 10. 
WHAT! SHALL WE RECETVE GOOD AT THE 
HAND OF GOD, AND SHALL WE NOT RE- 
 CEIVE EVIL ALSO? 


- 


WI OEVER has attentively obſerved the 
conduct of mankind, that is, (men, wo- 

men, and children) will agree, that ſuch a queſ- 
tion is very proper and neceſſary to be aſked 
From the higheſt to the loweſt, from childhood 
to old age, we all receive good at the hand of 
Gop, and likewiſe what we conſider as evils 
With the good we are pleaſed, at the evil we too 
frequently murmur. We are apt to look around 
us, and envy the ſtate of thoſe who appear to 
have a greater ſhare of the good things of this 
world than ourſelves. We think we are equally. 
deſerving of them, and often diſcontentedly alk, 
Why could we not have as much happineſs as 
| they 
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they have ? Now it is to be obſerved, that in 2 both 
theſe conjectures we may be miſtaken. 
We may not, perhaps, be ſo deſerving of the 
good things of this hte as ſome others ; nor are 
we ſure that thofe good things contribute ſo greatly 
to the happineſs of thoſe who receive them, as 
we are inclined to imagine. | 

Many of you, my little hearers, probably envy il, 
the ſons and daughters of thoſe who are or ap- 
pear to be rich. Though their clothes may be . 
more expenſive, they are not more comfortable; WW. 
though they have greater variety of proviſions, . p 
they may not be more wholeſome than thoſe of 
which you daily partake ; let them live ever ſo be 
long, they cannot chooſe finer clothes, or have 
greater dainties, than they have at preſent; con- 8 
ſequently they will grow tired of the one, and loſe 
their appetites for the other: On the contrary, 
your ſituation will mend in every reſpect daily ;— 
you will, by attending the Sunday Schools and 
School of Induſtry, learn to read, and you will be 
acquainted with your duty to Gop, your neigh- 
bour, and yourſelves, - you will be cleanly and 
_ induſtrious, and learn to behave ſo as to gain the 
eſteem of all who know you. Inſtead of being 
difliked by your ſuperiors on account of your ig- 
norance, idleneſs, rags, and dirt, you will be re- 
garded by them for induſtry, cleanlineſs, and 


of conduct. 8 will not only be your friends 
1 
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W whilſt you are in the Schools, but when you are 

5 removed from them. Thus your happineſs will 

be cqual, if not ſuperior, to thoſe in a higher 
ſtation. | 

For theſe bleſſings you can ne ver be ſufficiently 
grateful: and if you ſhould ſuffer ſickneſs or diſ- 
treſs of any kind, remember it could not happen 
without the permiſſion of Gop; that ſickneſs and 
trouble were ſent either as puniſhments for fins 
committed, or to remind you, that the enjoy- 
ments of this world are uncertain, and therefore 
| that you ſhould look forward to that world where 
| pleaſures are everlaſting, and never cloy. 

Be thankful for the benefits you receive, and 
be reſigned to the evils which may befal you on 
your journey to the kingdom of heaven. Vou 
will then be happy on earth, and be bleſſed with 
everlaſting happineſs hereafter. 


7 
and | | 
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igh- GENESIS xlv. 24. 1 
and W SEE THAT YOU FALL. NOT OUT BY 
T3 THE WAY. 


HIS was the advice given by Joſeph to his 

\ brethren, when he ſent them back to their 
ather in the land of Canaan, to bring him into 
1ends | Egypt. 7 
whilſt 5 


bonds, had they but a due ſenſe of their duty to 
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Egypt. Joſeph had not forgotten the ill treat- 
ment he had received from his brethren before 
they left him in the pit, nor the many diſputes 
which had ariſen amongſt them before he left his 
father. From this, as well as every other part of 
the Scriptures, we may receive benefit, if we {e- 
riouſly attend to them. 

The advice given “ not to fall out by the way,” 
was given by a brother to his brothers; and unleſs 
he had known their diſpoſitions, it muſt have been 
very unneceſſary; for of all diſputes, thoſe amongſt 
brethren are the moſt unnatural and pernicious, 
and we ſhould think, were we not daily witneſſes 
to ſuch quarrels, that it was almoſt impoſſible for n 
brothers and ſiſters to be enemies to each other, as 
To be children of the ſame parents, brought up 
under the ſame roof, to have ſhared the ſame hap- MW ef 
pineſs and diſtreſs together, ſhould unite them in a ! 
the bonds of love; and nothing could break ſuch th: 


Gop and their neighbour. _ 

Though you, my little hearers, are not all born 
of the ſame parents, yet you are all brethren, 
The ſame Gop created you, and the ſame Savi- 
our, the Lord Jesus CHRIST, redeemed you. 

This life is frequently compared to a journey. 
We are all fellow-travellers to a country as fat 
ſuperior to this as light is to darkneſs. Ther: 
« all is peace, all is love.“ The . of it arc 

EC” 2M ſuch 


good, and every thing that is amiable. 


. 25 | 


ſuch © as eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard; nor 


W hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive.” 


You, my little hearers, are going on your way to 
this heavenly country, During your journey 
thither, you muſt not fall out, but be kind and 
friendly, and do all in your power to promote the 
welfare and improvement of each other. But this 
| heavenly diſpoſition eannot be acquired without 
a true ſenſe of religion. The chief end of Sun- 
day-Schools is to teach you this uſeful leſſon, to 
form your minds to enjoy every thing that is 
You will 
learn in them your duty towards Gop and your 
neighbour, and particularly to en, yourſelves 
as brethren. | | 
Young as you are, you are able to do many kind 
offices to each other; by ſo doing, you will acquire 


a love for each other, and a diſpoſition fit to enjoy 


that world to which you are going, Whereas, if 
you fall out by the way, rendering evil for evil, or, 
what 1s worſe, ingratitude for kindneſs; you will 
not be admitted into that delightful kingdom, 
where all 1s joy, peace, and love; where angels, 

and archangels, and all the glorious company of 
heaven, unite in ſinging Glory ts Gop en high, an 


Vis peace, grod-will inwards men; but you will be 


doomed to that kingdom, prepared for the Devil 
and wicked ſpirits, where deſpair, envy, hatred, 
B malice, 


„ 
malice, and every thing that is painful, poſſeſs the 
minds of all who inhabit thoſe places of miſery. 
Therefore, as you wiſh to meet together in that 
world of everlaſting harmony and love, live toge- 
ther here as brethren, and ſee that you fall not 
out by the * 


» 
* 
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ACTS ii. 7, 8. 


AND THEY WERE ALL AMAZED, AND MARI 1 
VELLED, SAYING ONE TO ANOTHER, Br. 
HOLD, ARE NOT ALL THESE WHICH SPEAKM 4 


GALILEANS ? | 1 
AND HOW HEAR WE EVERY MAN IN HIS OWN 

TONGUE, WHEREIN WE WERE BORN? 1! 

| | F 


T HIS moſt miraculous and ſurpriſing circum- & 
ſtance happened when the Apoſtles and Jew fr 
of different parts of the world had aſſembled to le 
keep the feaſt of Pentecoſt, which was obſerved as 
a time of thankſgiving for gathering in the fruit 
of the earth, and anſwers to our harveſt. T his 
day is called by Chriſtians Whitſunday, from the 
cuſtom of young perſons who were to be admitteſipe. 
into the Chriſti. n Church wear ing white robes} 


* « White Robes were worn in ancient times, they fay W 


„ And gave denomination to the day: | Dad 
„ But inward pur:ty's required moſt | 5 
4 To make fit teniples tor the Holy Ghoſt,” 9 
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. 

on this day, and it was on this day, and at the 
aſſembly beforementioned, that the Holy Ghoſt 
came down on the Apoſtles, in the ſhape of fiery 
tongues, and beſtowed on them the gift of tongues, 
that is, a power to fpeak all languages; it is there- 
fore a day appointed by our church to be kept holy. 
| That you may form ſome notion of this extra- 
ordinary event, I muſt remind you, that the Apoſ- 
tles were in general poor fiſhermen, or perſons of 
mean trades, men who had not received a learned 
education; they were therefore incapable of ſpeak- 
ing thoſe different languages by any other means 

| than by the immediate will of Gop. 
own Ves have heard, and know, that there are people 
| in this world who are called by different names, 
Frenchmen, Spaniards, Germans, Italians, Turks, 
cum-W &c. and that they all ſpeak languages different 
1Jeug from us and from each other. Now the moſt 
led to learned men of all nations learn with difficulty the 
ved a language which is different f:om their own, ſo as 
e fruitWto be clearly underſtood by thoſe with whom they 
 ThiYfconverſe in it. What then muſt you think of 
om tha twelve unlearned men ſpeaking at once to ſo many 
ImitteFipeople of different nations in their own languages, 
robes Wo © Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the 
wellers in Meſopotamia, and in Judea and Cap= 
padocia, in Pontus and Aſia, Phrygia, and Pam- 
phylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Lybia about 
01 Pn and ſtrangers of Rome, Jews and proſe- 
B 2 | Iytes, 


* ſay, 


1 
Jytes, Cretes and Arabians, declaring to them the 
wonderful works of Gop.” : 
Suppoſe that ſeveral people of different nations : 
came to ſee theſe Schools, and wiſhed to be in- 
formed how you are inſtructed, and what you do, 
and all at once ſome amongſt you began to tak 
to thoſe ſtrangers in their own language, and gave 
them the information they deſired, how great 
would be your ſurpriſe to hear your ſchool-fel- 
lows have ſuch power; they themſelves would be 
equally ſurpriſed ; and great alſo would be the 
aſtoniſhment of the ſtrangers. This miracle of 
the Apoſtles ſpeaking different languages greatly 
affeAed thoſe who heard them, and converted many 
to Chriſtianity in thoſe days, and has fince that 
time been one of the many proofs in favour of it. 
Let me obſerve to you, that miracles were never 
performed but for ſome good purpoſe. Miracu- 
Jous punifhments ſhew the power and diſpleaſure ; 
of the Almighty, and ſerve to terrify the wicked | 
from di ſobeying his laws. Miraculous cures ſhew 
that the ſame great and good Gop is able to cure 
us of all diſeaſes. Miraculous deliverances teſtify 
that he can ſave us from our enemies or any great 
danger. Thoſe miracles performed by our Lord 
and Saviour Jefus Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, were 
deſigned to convince the Jews and other nations 
that Tunier was the true Meſſiah, promiſed by 
«30D, to appear in due time. 
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Of all-the bleſſi ings ever vouchſafed by Gop to 
man, that of ſending his only-begotten Son on earth 
to ſave ſinners was certainly the greateſt. It was- 
therefore accompanied by aſtoniſhing miracles.. 
He was born of a virgin; Angels appeared to the 
ſhepherds declaring that a Saviour was born, di- 
reed them where to find him, and with a multi- 
tude of the heavenly hoſt praiſed Gop, and thus 
proclaimed the birth of the great Redcemer: Clary 
46 Gon in the High , and on earth peace, good-wilt 
tawardrmen. Theſe glad tidings were made known 
to.all nations by the Apoſtles, who were. enabled 
to ſpeak different languages. 
The hearing theſe unlearned men converſe with 


them in their own language muſt undoubtedly have 


greatly contributed to their converſion; add to this 
the power of curing diſeaſes; and to ſum up the 
whole, the tendency of the religion they taught 
was ſuch as exceeded all the . given by the 
wiſeſt men of thoſe or any other nations. The 
doctrines. and precepts of the Chriſtian religion 
were ſo clcar, that the moſt ignorant could not but 
underſtand them, nor was the complying with them 
dithcult ; they not only made men happy in this 
world, bs promiſed them, on the terms of the 
Goalie. everlaſting happineſs ! in another. 

Since then this miracle converted ſo many na- 
tions who were heathens, remember on the annual 
return on the tealt of Pentecoſt (or Whitſunday) 
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this great event, and be thankful for it: Without 
it we might now have been ſtrangers to Chriſtia- 
nity, and never ſhared the bleſſings of the Goſpel ; 

!eflings which exceed all the gifts that the greateſt 
| kings on earth can beſtow. 

What are titles and riches, when. compared to. 
the name of Chri/tian, and the benefits of the Goſ- 
pel? Worldly honours die with us, and can only 
produce a ſhortalived happinets, but the eternak 


glory and bliſs in heaven will remain when this 


world ſhall be no more.. 
Oh! how great the joy to be admitted to by 


- preſence of Almighty Gop, his Son our Lord Jeſus. 


Chriſt, the Apoſtles, the ſpirits of all good men. 
made perfect, never more to be diſtreſſed in body 
or mind! The rich and great have their good 
things in this world, but in the world to come, 
none but real Chriſtians will enjoy the promiſes of. 
the Goſpel, And though you, my dear children, 


are now ina low ſtate of life, yet if you are induſ- 


trious, humble, and faithful ſervants of Gop, the 
time will come when, through the merits of Chriſt, 
you will be raiſed to heaven, and join with all the 


Angelic hoſt in ſinging, © Bleſſing, and honour, 


and glory, and power, be unto him that ſitteth 
ypon the throne, and unte the Lamb, for cver 


aud ever. 
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ISAIAH lil. 3. 


&X MAN OF SORROWS, AND ACQUAINTED 
WITH GRIEF, 


HESE words refer to our Bleſſed Lord, the 
Savicur of loſt mankind, and are therefore the 
ly more ſurpriſing. Why was the Son of Gop thus 
grie ved and ſorrowful ? He had done no fin, nei- 


his I ther was guile found in his mouth; his ſorrows 

therefore could not be on his own account: From 
the whence then did they proceed? Sure I am you 
ſus are deſirous to know the cauſe of this. His ſorrow 
cn. and grief, my little hearers, were for loſt, wicked, 
och and abandoned men. Adam and Eve firſt began 
ood. to diſobey the laws of Gop: their children fol- 
157 lowed their example; and the wickedneſs of man 
Fra was ſo great in the earth, that “every imagination 

5. 


wuC. of the thoughts of his heart was only evil conti- 
[{nually.” Gop therefore reſolved to deſtroy them; 

; but Noah being a righteous man, he and his ſamily 
riſt, were ſaved, with a male and female of every living 


the ; | 
| ur, nue Notwithſtanding Noah fore warned that 
© h wicked generation of the great evil which would 

8 | | woul 

Ry certainly befal them, they continued in their evil 
cver 


ways, and laughed at Noah, and the Ark he was 
building to fave himſelf and family. But at length 
the clouds poured down rain, and the water-ſprings 
ame out of the earth, and the rain did not ceaſe 
B 4 for 
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for forty days and nights; ſo that the higheſt hills 


were covered with water, and all the inhabitants 


of the earth were deſtroyed except Noah, and his 

family, who only were preſerved in the Ark. 
Noah, after quitting the Ark, till his death, was 

a man who walked-with Gop but his children by 


degrees forgat the mercy ſhewn to them and their 
family ; and they and their poſterity worihipped 


idols and varved images, neglecting the worſhip 
of the true God. That great and good Being was 
nevertheleſs ſo kind and gracious to them, that he 
ſent his Prophets (men divinely inſpired) to reveal 
his will to them, to promiſe all thoſe who obeyed 


him, that they ſhould enjoy health, long liſe, and 


every earthly bleſſing; and to aſſure the diſobe- 
dient, that they ſhould be afflicted with various 
diſeaſes, be led into captivity, 'and ſuffer by the 
ſword, peitilence, and famine, Yet ſo hard were 
their hearts, that they continued to turn from the 
only true Gop, and to worſhip images made of 
wood and ſtone, 

As many of you read the Bible, you are well 
acquainted with the wicked and ungrateful beha- 


viour of ihe Jews, and that they were taken away! 


captives from their own country by the Ning ot 


Babylon, As Gop is gver merciful, and wiſhed 


to ſave theſe people, whom he had-particularly 
choſen to make his laws known to mankind, he at 


length nn his only Son Jc ſus Chriſt to come 
* down 


dA 
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down from heaven to dwell upon earth, to take 


on him our nature ; that he might inſtruc them, 
endeavour to bring them to repent of their wicked- 
neſs, and again to turn to the LoRD their Gop. 
In the New Teſtament you are informed of this 
great event, and read the account of our Saviour's 
miracles, his kindneſs and forbearance, how he | 
went about doing good, and when he was rev led, - 
reviled not again; when he was moſt cruelly treat- 
ed, inſtead of deſiring the Almighty Gop to puniſh - 
thoſe who perſecuted him, he prayed for them; 
and when he looked at the great and populous city 
of Jeruſalem, and knew that it would ſhortly be 
deſtroyed, and that the inhabitants would ſuffer in- - 
credible hardſhips from war and famine, HE WEPT- - 
Think, my young friends, with what compaſſion. 


| he beheld that city, when he drew near to it, and © 


wept for the calamities which he foreſaw would * 
betal thoſe hardened ſinners, though he knew they 
intended to take away his life. Thus his ſorrows - 
and his grief aroſe from his compaſſion to man- 
kind : He foreſaw that all his endeavours would * 
not ſoften the hearts of the far greater part of that 
ſtubborn people; that they would reject the mer- 
cics offered to them from Gop by him, and that 


many of them would be for ever loſt. 


You, my little friends, cannot but condemn * 
theſe Jews for their cruelty and hardneſs of heart, 
and would not deſignedly follow ſuch an example, 
B 5 but 


- + 


11 


dut how many in our days act with as much ob- 
ſtinacy and di fobedience as the Jews! _ 

If you neglect to pay a due regard to thoſe com- 
mands which our gracious Lord has given you, 
you may be ſaid to crucify him afreſh, and to re. 
new his ſorrows. If he was grieved becauſe the 
Jews, whom he came from heaven to ſave, would 
not attend to his doctrine, will he not alſo be 
grieved to obſerve that we, to whom his goſpel 
is made known, will not be governed by it, though 
we can be ſaved by no other means? an az 
he will 

Remember, children, that whenever you do any 
thing that is contrary to the laws of Gop, made 
known to you in the Scriptures, you are grieving 
that kind, merciful, and heavenly Maſter, who 
ſuffered fo much on earth to fave your immortal 
fouls from everlaſting deſtruction. 

As the word of Gop therefore directs, © Ceaſe 
to do evil, and learn to do well;” for our Lord 
has aſſured us, © there is Joy in heaven over 
one ſinner that repenteth.” May you then, on 
your entrance into another world, hear theſe gra- 
cious words from our Lord, * Well done, good; 


and faithful ſeryant, enter thou into the Jo ol 
me Lord.“ 
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PROVERBS Xii. 10. 


| THE RIGHTEOUS MAN REGARDETH JUL LIFE 


OF HIS BEAST. 


I SHALL endeavour to convince you that it is 

your duty to treat all the brute creation with 
humanity, that is, with tenderneſs. Now by the 
brute creatures you are to underſtand every crea- 
ture that has life, though no reaſon or ſpeech to 
complain, nor the power of protecting itſelf from 
the injuries which may be done to it, | 

In the Bible you are told that Gop made the 
world, and all that is therein. This alone 1: ould 
be ſufficient to make you treat all creatures with, 
compaſſion, and avoid doing them any injury; for 
you have only to aſk yourſelf this queſtion, By 
whom were theſe defenceleſs animals made? The 
anſwer will be, by ALMIGHTY GOD. Ibis re- 
flection then would prevent your being guilty: of 
any act of cruelty to them; for as they are the 
work of a great, good, and merciful Gop, to in- 
jure them, or to deface his work, muſt doubtleſs. 
be criminal. How thankful ſhould you be to 
Gop for hindering many animals from injuring 
you, which they certainly could and would do, if 
their divine Creator had not implanted in them a 
fear of man. He has given you reaſon to know 
wat is right and what is wrong, and that reaſon, 
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forbids you to injure thofe helpleſs and innocent 
creatures that are in your power. It is an act of 


cruelty and injuſtice in children to deprive them 


of life. Since the Almighty Creator of us and 


them has permitted us to kill many of them for 


our food, proper perſons may kill them for that 


purpoſe; but they ſhould do it in ſuch a manner 
as to give them as little pain as poſſible. 


I well know that you can only exert cruelty to 


the ſmaller animals, as the larger are too powerful 
for you, ſhould you attempt doing them an injury. 
I ſhall therefore confine myſelf more particularly 
to them. Now I am well convinced that a good 
child, who reflects on what he, or ſhe, 1s doing, 
would not be guilty of any act of cruelty. Do 
not ſuppoſe, becauſe an inſect is ſmall, that its 
pain when hurt is alſo ſmall ; very far from it, 
for in all probability it 1s greater ; the ſmaller any 
being is; the finer and more delicate are its parts, 
and therefore we have reaſon to believe it ſuffers a 
greater degree of pain. It is to be hoped, that if 
children are fo loſt to kumanity as to be cruel, 
their parents, relations, or whoever has authority 
over them, will diſcourage it, and, if neceſſary, 
convince them, by corporal puniſhment, that the 
Pain they then feel is not ſo great as what they 
made the poor harmleſs inſect ſuffer. Let me 
alſo remind you, that by treating theſe and other 


creatures with cruelty, by giving them pain, you 
| 9 85 ac 
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act contrary to that rule which for diſtinction's 
ſake is called the Golden Rule—the doing to others 
as you would they ſhould do unto you®. Now. 
I am ſure you would not like to have pins run into 
you, or be confined in a place where you could 
hardly breathe. Beſides, cruelty to the brute cre- 
ation ſhews a bad diſpoſition. To uſe any thing 
cruelly, becauſe you have it in your power to do 
ſo, ſhews that you would do the ſame by any of 
your ſchool-fellows, if you ne do it without 
puniſhment. 

When once therefore you are known to be of a 
cruel diſpoſition, you will loſe the love of every 
one, and you will be unhappy yourſelf, and (what 
is ſtill worſe) you will be deprived of the love of 
Go, and of his Son JesUs CHRIST, who was 
the pattern of mercy and goodneſs to mankind. 
He never injured any one, but went about doing 
good even to thoſe who cruelly treated him. 

If, therefore, you expect to gain the love of 
your relations or friends in this world, or be re- 
ceived hereafter into the kingdom of heaven, you 
muſt be merciful “ as your Father who is in 
heaven 1s merciful.” 


*I am well acquainted with a gentlemafi of learning, emi- 
nent for his moral and religious Sood qualities, who had a large 
family, and took the greateſt pains to inſtil this rule in the 
minds of his children on all occaſions, and it anſwered: his 
expectations, : 


EPHES. 
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FPRHES. iv. 25. 


PUT AWAY LYING, SPEAK EVERY MAN TRUTH 
TO HIS NEIGHBOUR. . 


= the whole catalogue of vices, there is not one 
2 fo generally deteſted as lying; and, what is very 
ſtrange, there is no vice ſo common, particularly 
among children, and the uneducated part of man- 
kind. It is a vice for which nothing can be admit- 
ted as an excuſe. Other fins may be committed 
without conſideration; but lying is a deliberate 
act: it is therefore the more inexcuſable. Other 
injuries to ſociety are moſtly puniſhable by the 
laws, and therefore are not. ſo often committed; 
but lying (unleſs on very particular occaſions) 
cannot be puniſhed by the magiſtrate or the law, 
which makes it more frequent than any other 
vice. 


Although others are occaſionally mjured by a 


Har, he himſelf is in the end the greateſt ſufferer; 
for no ſooner is any one known to be a notorious 
har, but he is deſpiſed by every one, and ſhunned 
as a dangerous acquaintance. No man can be ſafe 
with him; nothing that he promiſes to do can be 
depended on, and whatever he ſays is diſbelieved, 
even when he may ſpeak the truth. The liar may 
imagine that he ſhall not be diſcovered, but in 
general liars have ſuch ſhallow memories, that they 

; Letray 
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betray themſelves. If at any time they get ſome- 
fmall degree of credit, or preſent advantage by it, 
it is but of ſhort duration, and the bad confe- 
quences attending it prove in the end that they are 
ſufferers by it. I am convinced that children ſel- 


dom tell lies, except to hide ſome faults they have 


committed. Now the fault was either deſigned, 
or accidentaF; ſuppoſe it were deſigned, no fault 
that ſuch children as you generally commit, can 
be ſo bad as a lie; and if the fault was done by 
accident, neglect, careleſſneſs, &c.. it muſt cer- 
tainly be forgiven ſooner than a he. 

Yau may imagine that you can deceive your 
fellow-ſcholars, your teachers, or. viſitors, which. 
you are very ſeldom able to do; for you know by 
experience that you fcarcely ever told a. lie, that 
was not found out. But, ſuppoſe you could de- 
ceive them, you cannot deceive Gop. He not only. 
ſees and hears every thing you do, but knows your 
very thoughts. He has in the Scriptures de- 
nounced vengeance againſt liars ; the Devil is 
called “ the father of liars,” and ſurely you would 
not forſake the good and gracious Gop, who- 
created. you, protects you, and has promiſed you 
everlaſting happineſs in heaven, to be the child: 
of the Devil, and ſuffer eternal torments, and live. 
for ever with murderers, adulterers,. blaſphemers, 
Os and liars,. 


The 
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The choice is now in your own power. Re- 
member, that a good name is better than great 
riches; it will inſure the love of all good men in 
this world, and in the next the bleſſings promiſed, 
through the merits of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to 
all thoſe who believe in Gop and keep his com- 


mandments. 
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An Addreſs to the Children of the School of o 
Induſtry, on the Death of Mrs. Powts. 


Sunday, Aug. 22, 1790. 10 10 


THE MEMORY OF THE JUST IS BLESSED. 


HOUGH many of you are very young, yet LY 

the greater part will be capable of under- . 
ſtanding what I am now going to ſay to you. I ben 
ſhall talk to you on DEATH, which is a ſerious the 
and melancholy ſubject. You have loſt a good, they 
kind, and generous friend; one who gave up her Hie“ 
time to you, inſtructed you in your duty to Hbcha 
Gop, your neighbour, and yourſelves: and did harte 
every thing in her power to make you induſtrious to ſp 
and cleanly. She was not only one of the firſt you. 
promoters of the School of Induſtry, but one of Hus! 
the moſt active and beſt informed: though the go to 
lived at ſome diſtance from this houſe, ſhe at- 4 "'Y 
tended and ; 


-, 


f 
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tended it conſtantly and regularly, In winter, the 


diſregarded the froſt, hail, ſnow, rain, and piercing 
winds; and in ſummer, the ſultry heat, or ſcorch- 
ing ſun; in order to give you her beſt advice and 


L inſtruction, that you might grow wiſer and better, 
and learn to be of uſe to yourſelves and others. 


It is almoſt needlefs to tell you, that this ex- 
cellent friend was Mrs, Powter. Alas! ſhe is now 


no more: for ſhe died laſt Wedneſday ſe'ennight, 


and was buried at Charlcombe laſt T hurſday., I 


attended the funeral; and had ſhe been buried in 


this city, you alſo ſhould have followed her to the 
grave. During her illneſs, I often ſaw her; ſhe. 


F aſked after you, and ſeemed only deſirous of living, 


that ſhe might continue to be of uſe (as ſhe ſaid) 
to her poor Children, Believe me, the ſincerely 
loved you ; her greateſt pleaſure was to ſee you 
behave well; and you know ſhe always rewarded 
the good, and mildly puniſhed the bad; yet when 
they regarded her reproofs, and acted accordingly, . 
ſhe forgave their faults, and encouraged them to 
behave better for the future. You cannot ſo ſoon 
have forgotten the kind manner in which ſhe uſed. 
to ſpeak to you; ſhe rejoiced when ſhe could praiſe 
you. But alas! we ſhall ſee her no more amongſt 
us! ſhe is gone to her long home. We may ſoon, 
go to her, but ſhe cannot come to us. | 

I am ſure you who are good children loved her, 


and you all mult feel her loſs. I ſee many of you. 
5 5 ſhed 
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ſhes tears ; they are tears of gratitude and fen- 
fibility, and become you; nor am I aſhamed to 
mix mine with yours, for I greatly eſteemed 
Mrs. Powter. I am convinced, that had ſhe re- 
covered, and again come amongſt you, you would 
have received her with great pleaſure, and have 
done every thing to have gained her approbation. 
Let me then intreat you, in the name of that dear 
and worthy friend, to continue to be good, induſ- 
trious, and cleanly, for her ſake and your own; 
and let not all her care and trouble be loſt. You 
will then be happy here and hereafter, and will 
meet her, never more to part again, in a world 
where happineſs is complete. There you will 
know no pain, ſickneſs, or grief; all diſtinction 


betwixt rich and poor will be no more. The good 


will be exalted, and the wicked laid low. 
How ſoon our fouls may be required of us, 
Gop alone knows. A few weeks ago we none of 
us thought that we ſhould never ſce Mrs. PoweR 
amongſt us again. She was then in health, but 
not ſo well as when ſhe firſt entered on the care 
of you; for her great attention to you, I fear, 
ſhortened her days. Let me intreat you, my dear 
Children, although you are ſo young, not to de- 
pend too much on life, for your youth cannot 
protect you from d:ath; and this you ſee daily. 
Remember, therefore, your Creator thus early; 
for a hort life of true religion, founded on the 
| principle 
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principles of the Goſpel, is better than a long one, 
without the love of CHRIST; and ſhould you be 
removed, in the courſe of Gop's providence, from 
this world in your youth, and you have profited: 
by the religious inſtruction Mrs. PowER and your 
Viſitors have given you, be aſſured that, through 
the merits of JesUs CHRIST, you will be par- 
takers of everlaſting happineſs; and if you are. 
. ueſſed with long life, and you continue to ſet 
God always before you, and by your example 
and advice endeavour to cauſe others to do 
the ſame, you will meet with the protection of 
OD in this world, and be graciouſly received in 
the next; and when you lie on your death-bed, 
you will remember the good advice you received 
rom Mrs. PoweR, your other Viſitors, and my- 
ef, and die with the pleaſing hope that you will 
he received into heaven by your compaſſionate 
daviour and Mediator Jesus CHRIST, with this. 
efſed mark of his approbation, Welcome, ye. 
good and faithful ſervants, enter ye into the 
joy of your Lord.“ 
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PSALM IXXvIi. 3. BO n 


WHEN I AM IN HEAVINESS, | ?roudle, or any kind 1 


H afflidion| 1 WILL THINK UPON GOD, f 

| 1 5 = K 

| 5 IS reſolution of the .Pſalmilt is worthy of er 
our ſerious regard and example; for as Job £: 

very juſtly abſorven, « Man 1s born to- trouble, 1 
*« as the ſparks fly upward.” W 
Now there are troubles of the body, and trou- 45 
bles of the mind. Thoſe of the bedy are pain and m. 
ſickneſs, and were I to name them, the catalogue of 
would be ſo great, that you would be ſurpriſdM me 
that I ſhould now be alive to tell you of them. nei 


The troubles of the md are almoſt as numerous. 
What a miſerable being would man be, if he hal 
no one to whom he might apply for help in his 
troubles. Bleſſed for ever be Gop, who is abe 
and willing to relieve him; a Sun to cheer and 
enlighten him, and a Shield to defend him. 
In diſorders of the body, we apply to thok 
whoſe profeſſion it is to heal the ſick ; a know: 
ledge which they acquire by application to that 
particular ſcience ; and when we are cured, we 
in general ſay, that ſuch a perſon cured us df 
ſuch a diſorder, but we forget that, without 
Oop's aſſiſtance, the cure could never have been 
effected. It was the Almighty Gop who created 
the various herbs and plants, and gave them: 
healing 


| {kill to diſcover their virtues. 


WW, 


healing quality, and then graciouſly gave men 


We ſhould there- 
fore conſider God as our firſt and great phyſician, 
without whoſe aſſiſtance no cure can be perform- 
ed; and it 1s to him we ſhould always look up 
for relief, uſing at the ſame time ſuch remedies 
as are likely to be ſerviceable to us; for I do not 
mean that we are to neglect doing as much as 1s 
in our power to relieve ourſelves, but only to re- 
mind you that without the aſſiſtance or permiſſion 
of Almighty Gop no bodily diſeaſe can be re- 
moved. When therefore you are in pain or ſick- 
neſs, think upon Gop, and pray to him. 

The diforders of the mind are alſo very great, 


and occaſion us frequent trouble and affliction. 


Death ſtands foremoſt in- the catalogue; for how 


few can think of it without the greateſt unealineſs! 


To leave all that is dear to us on earth; to feel 
thoſe agonies that in general accompany the ſe- 
paration of ſoul and body; to be laid in the earth, 
there to rot, and at laſt return to duff; and to re- 
flet that the ſoul may be miſerable for ever, is 
ſufficient to make the ſtouteſt heart to tremble. 
The ingratitude, hard-heartedneſs, eruelty, and 
fraud of mankind, bring on us many uneaſy 
hours; and who can deliver us from theſe cala- 
mities? From death no man can deliver us; for, 
when our firſt parents diſobeyed Gop by eating 


of the forbidden fruit in n Gop ſaid they 
_ ſhould 
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Should furely die ; but as he is full of mercy ani 
compaſſion, ke bea his only-begotten Son 
Irxsus CRHRISsr to be cur Mediator and Redeemer: 
He therefore came from heaven to inſtruct us in 
dur duty to GoD, and having ſuffered death for 
our ſins, became the Saviour of all who put thcir 
truſt in him, and of all who truly repent of their 
Mins, and rely upon his merits for pardon: he aroſe 
again on the third day, and aſcended into heaven, 
and has aſſured us that we alſo ſhall riſe again 
from the grave, and have everlaſting life. The 
Teal Chriſtian, therefore, may now ſay, O death 
* where is thy ſting? O grave, where is thy vic. 
% tory?” But to thoſe who do not obey the Gol: 
pel, nor truſt in the merits of the death of Cys, 
death will be to them terrible. Surely it wen 
better for them that they were never to riſe again, 
than to riſe to everlaſting miſcry. 


When thoſe to whom we have been kind, off 


from whom we have a right to expect aſſiſtance, 


flight and neglect us in our diſtreſs, we cannot but; 


conſider this as a-grievous evil; and how wretched 
ſhould we be in ſuch a ſituation, if we had ne 
one to whom we might look up for ſuccour! It 


thoſe who are ſtronger or more powerful than 


ourſelves injure us, who ſhall we find to befriend 
us? O you, my little hearers, whoſe relations 
are barely able to afford you the neceſſaries of life, 


and are not able to aſſiſt you in any kind of dil- 
treſs 
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treſs, you ought to be particularly attentive im 


your duty to Go, and never let a morning or 


evening paſs without prayers, praiſes, and thankſ- 
giving. You muſt not only believe in Gop, but 
in you muſt love, fear, and put your whole truſt in 
fot him; then whatever evil befals you, if you will 
will apply to GoD, as you are commanded to do by 
1elt WM his word, and encouraged to do by his promiſes, 
role WM he will either relieve you from it, or give you 
en grace to bear it with Chriſtian reſignation ; being 
gain aſſured that your Father who is in heaven careth 
I he for you, and that your troubles in this life will 
ath terminate in your everlaſting happineſs. The 
vic time will ſoon come, when all ſorrows will ceaſe, 
501-W when you will be partakers of thoſe bleſſings 
15S which they alone can receive who have accuſ- 
were 


tomed themſelves to think upon Gop, and to 
pray to him as their heavenly Father, ever pre- 
ſent, ready, and able to protect them in all their 
troubles in this life, to ſupport them in the hour 
of death, and to deliver them in the day of 
judgment. 
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= WG, MATTH. vi. 9. 
AFTER THIS MANNER PRAY VE: OUR Fai x 
Wn WHICH ART IN HEAVEN, &. WW: 

— : N . g 45 
5 | 'HIS prayer is called the Lord's Prayer, be. n 
cauſe our Lord and Saviour JEsus CART 


gave this prayer to his Diſciples, to be uſed by 
them and by all Chriſtians. Now, children, you in 
muſt obſerve, that the teaching of this prayer ti B 
the Diſciples of CHRIST, was not only a ver ne 
great benefit to them, but to all who uſe it. Our 2 
ignorance is ſo great, that many of our prayers iſ an 
if granted, inſtead of being bleſſings to us, would ra. m 


ther in their conſequences be as curſes. Although the 
you, my little hearers, know how and in what aſl 
manner to aſk for any thing you want of your In 
parents, ſuperiors, or equals, yet I am well con- in 
vinced that you are not ſufficiently acquainted ma 
with the difference there is between aſting and þ..: 
praying. Aſking is a deſire to procure ſomething you 
of another that you have not, but which you think 1 


if you had, it would contribute to your pleaſure ;,, ; 
or advantage. Praying is deſiring of Almighij to . 
GoD to give you ſuch things, or do that for you it in 
which neither your parents, your ſuperiors, of 8 
equals, have it in their power to beſtow, . 
When you aſk a favour of any one, you natu- 
oi do it with reſpect and humility, or in ſuch an 0 
manner 


FA. 


E 


manner as you think will be moſt likely to per- 
ſuade the perſon to give you what you aſk. Yow 
would not do it in a careleſs or rude manner, for 


| that you know would affront him of whom you 


aſked the favour ; and you would not only be de- 
nied your preſent requeſt, but any future one you 
might make to him. When therefore you intend 
praying to Gop, recolle& to whom you are offer- 
ing up your prayers; that it 1s to that Almighty 
Being who created you and all the world ; that he 
not only ſees you, hears every word you ſpeak, but 
alſo knows your very thoughts ; that he is able 
and willing to grant your petitions, and has pro- 
miſed that he will comply with your prayers, if 
they are ſincere from the heart, and the things you 
aſk are proper for you. But ſhould you pray only 
with your lips, and not from the heart, praying 
in a negligent, unthinking manner, you would be 
making a mockery of prayer, and inſtead of re- 
ceiving bleſſings, you would bring down curſes on 
yourſelves; for Gop is not to be mocked. 

I intreat you, therefore, as you wiſh to be happy 
in this world, and everlaſtingly ſo in that which is 
to come, that whenever you pray to Gop, you do 
it in the moſt ſolemn, ſerious, and humble manner, 
and with a firm belief that, your prayers will be 
heard; you will then pray properly. It too often 
happens that the perſon of whom we aſk any favour, 
and who kindly condeſcends to grant it, and alſo 


permits us frequently to aſk his aſliſtance, inſtead 
ol 
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of increaſing our reſpect and gratitude, it leſſens 
it; ſo J have alſo obſerved, that when you repeat 
the Lord's Prayer, which is a Prayer you uſe of- 
tener than any other, you kneel down in an unbe- 
coming manner, and begin the prayer in great 
haſte, and run through it as if you had not ſuffi. 
Cient time yourſelf, or as if GoD, to whom you 
pray, were deſirous of your finiſhing your petition 
immediately. I conjure you to avoid ſuch con- 
duct, and before you begin the prayer, kneel with 
reverence and awe; and before you open your 
lips, raiſe your eyes and hands towards the hea- 
vens, remembering that you are praying to the 
God of heaven and earth, to whom the greateſt 
princes on earth, when compared, are but as Cuſt, 
Repeat every ſentence ſlowly and with reflection, 
and when you have finiſhed the whole, by adding 
Amen, (that is, Gop grant it may be ſo) riſe gra- 
dually from your knees, and either {it down or 
{tand up without noiſe, hurry, or confuſion : by 
fo doing you will bring down a bleſſing on you. 

It is my moſt fervent prayer that you may al 
ways do this. 

ALMIGHTY GoD, imprint a reverential awe of 
thy greatneſs in the hearts of theſe children ; ani- 
mate them with gratitude and love for thy daily 
kindneſs, care, and protection, and with a deſire 
to obey thy commands; and may they be ſanctified 
by thy Holy Spirit, ſo as always to walk in the way 


:- fot _—_— them by thy only begotten Son Jesvs 
CHRIST, 
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Curisr, who in compaſſion to our infirmities 
came down from heaven to inſtru us, and through 
whoſe merits alone we can expect to be received 
into that kingdom which he has prepared for them 
who love, fear, and obey Thee. 


_ 


On CHRISTMAS-DAY. 


unf . 8 
FOR UN TO YOU IS BORN TEHIS DAY, IN THE 
CITY OF DAVID, A SAVIQUR, WHICH 18 


CHRIST THE LORD. 
* S day is conſidered and obſerved by the 


members of the Church of Englaad as a great. 
teſtival or holiday, that we may from our infancy 
keep in remembrance the birth of CRIST, the 
only begotten Son of Gop, © who for us men and 
« for our falvation came down fromheaven.” His 
coming was foretold by the Prophets in the Old 
Teſtament ; and we are informed in the New, that 
an angel was ſent from heaven to declare to. Mary, 
the mother of this great Saviour, that ſhe ſhould 
bring forth a ſon, and that ſhe ſhould call him by 
the name of JESUS. And on the day he was born, 
we are told by the Evangeliſt St. Luke, that an 
angel came to ſome © {hepherds who were attend- 
Hing their flocks by night, and the glory of the 
Lord ſhone round about them, and they were ſore 


* afraid ; but the angel ſaid unto them, Fear not, 
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24 for behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
4 joy, which ſhall be to all people, for unto you 
Ec js born this day a Saviour, which is CHRIST the 
4 Lord; and ſuddenly there was with the angel a 
2 multitude of the heavenly hoſt, praiſing Gop,. 
& and faying, Glory to Gon in the higheſt, and 


# on earth peace, good will towards men.” 
When an earthly prince is born, the day is in- 
troduced with the firing of canon, bells ringing, 
and other demonſtrations of joy; the night is al- 
moſt changed into day by illuminations, bonfires, 
Kc. but how trifling are the greateſt rejoicings men 
can ſhew, when compared to thoſe of the heavenly 
Hoſt of angels! The birth-day of a prince is a day 
of rejoicing to that nation where the prince is 
Porn, but the birth-day of JESUS CnRisT ſhould 
be a day of rejoicing through the whole world, 
and ſhould be obſerved in a very different manner; 


not in noiſe and tumult, but in the ſilent medita- 


tion and rejoicing of the heart. The princes of 
this world, at whoſe birth we rejoice, may prove 
curſes inſtead of a bleſſing to a nation; but the 
Prince whoſe birth we celebrate this day, 1s the 
Prince of Peace to all the world. Other princes 
may be deſirous of making their people happy, 
though it is not in their power; but] Esus CHRIST, 
our Lord and Prince, is not only willing but able 
0 make us happy; on him alone we can depend 
far aſſiſtance. He has graciouſly promiſed to all 
who are his ſubjects, (that is, to all who believe 
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in his Goſpel and obey it) that he will protect 
them in this world, aſſiſt, and introduce them to a 
kingdom of everlaſting happineſs in the next. 

Who can read this kind invitation from their 
Lord, Come unto me, all ye that are weary and heavy 
laden, and I will give you ret, without ſtrong emo- 
tion of gratitude, and fervently lifting up the heart 
to heaven in theſe or the like expreffions :—In 
thee, O Lord, I put my truſt, for thou art my 
rock and defence. As long as thou art for me, 
who ſhall be againſt me ? 

Theſe thoughts, my dear young friends, ſhould: 
employ your minds on all occaſions, but more 
particularly on this day, 

Had JESsus ChRIST never been born, we- 


| ſhould never have had any proſpect of dwelling, 


in heaven with the ſpirits of juſt men made per- 
fect; but through him we are become inheritors 
of the heavenly kingdom. 

What are rank, power, and riches, inthis world, 
when compared to that glorious inheritance pre- 
pared for us in heaven, if we accept this kind in- 
vitation, repent, believe, and obey him, and thus 
prove ourſelves loyal ſubjects to our Lord and Sa- 
viour? Even the greateſt princes on earth would 
with pleaſure lay down their crowns at his feet, 
to be admitted into his kingdom as ſubje&ts. Oh, 
how great then, my little hearers, ought your joy 
and gratitude to be, who have neither rank, 
power, or riches ; who are many of you clothed 
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and fed by the benevolence of charitable and well- 
diſpoſed Chriſtians! Yet low as your preſent ſtate 
is, if you will pray to Gop for his Holy Spirit to 
enable you to do your duty towards him and your 
neighbour in this world, relying on.the merits of 
CHRIST for acceptance, you will enjoy thoſe 
bleſſings in heaven which the rich and great in 
this world will never obtain, but on the terms of 
the Goſpel, and by making a right uſe of thoſe 
talents which Gop has given them for the good 
of mankind ; for to © whom much is given, of 
them much will be required.” 

Many and great are the failings of all of us; but 
that which of all others is particularly to be guarded 
againſt is ING6RATITUDE. Take heed, therefore, 
daily to return thanks to Almighty Gop for the 
manifold benefits conferred on you; “ but above 
« all, for his ineſtimable love in the redemption 
« of mankind by our Lord JESUS CHRIST.“ 
Conſider therefore, not only on this day, but at 
all times, what great things CHRIST has done for 
you ;. ſuch thoughts will animate you with love, 
gratitude, reſpect, and obedienee, and encourage 
you to rely on the merits of your merciful Saviour, 
You may then reſt aſſured, that he will receive 
you into the kingdom prepared tor thoſe who put 
their truſtfin him, and obey his Goſpel ; which 
that we all may do, Gop of his infinite mercy 
grant, through the. merits and for the ſake of 
Jesus CHRIST, his Son and our Lord. 
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| FCCLES, Xii. I. 


REMEMBER THY CREATOR IN THE DAYS 
OF THY  YOUTH®. 


HIS advice was given by King Solomon, not 

only to his own, but to all children. There 
are few if any among you my little hearers, who do 
not know that Solomon was the wiſeſt among the 
ſons of men, yet ſome of you perhaps, cannot tell 
me why he was ſo called ; I will therefore inform 
you, When Solomon became King over Iſrael, 


after the death of his father David, it pleaſed GoD 


to give him his choice of wiſdom, long lite, riches, 
or power; he very prudently choſe wiſdom ; GoD 
therefore gave him not only an underſtanding 
heart, which he had aſked, but all the other bleſſ- 
ings which he had not aſked, The advice he gave- 
to young perſons, to remember their Creator in 
the days of their youth, was no ſmall proof of his 
wiſdom ; and I moſt ſincerely hope that you will 
attend to this good advice, and follow it, as it 


will make you wiſe unto ſalvation. 


I ſhall endeavour to explain what is meant by 
remembering your Creator; and then why you 
are particularly adviſed to remember him in the 
days of your youth. 

That you may remember your Creator properly, 
I adviſe you to begin with aſking yourſelves this 
queſtion, Who is my Creator? The anſwer wily 
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be, Gop. This muſt immediately fill your minds 
with reverential awe and ſerious reflections, that 
Gop not only created you, but continues to pre- 
ſerve you from all dangers ghoſtly and bodily ; that 
1s, from thoſe evils which may affect the ſoul, and 
thoſe that may hurt the body. The higheſt re- 
ſpect, love, and gratitude, are therefore due to 
him; he acts towards you as a kind and good fa- 
ther, not only preſerving you from danger, but 
giving you every thing which you ſtand in need of; 
this the moſt tender parent, were he ever ſo 
willing, has not in his power to de. I am ſure 
vou would not be ſo ungrateful as to forget, or not 
to acknowledge the kindneſs of your father and 
mother, little as they are able to do for you; it 
would therefore be the higheſt ingratitude in you 
not to remember the benefits you receive from Al- 
mighty Gop, who created you and all the world, 
Whenever you think on the goodneſs of Gop, 
you muſt call to mind what he has required of you, 
in return for all the numberleſs bleſſings he has 
beſtowed on you. One would naturally conclude 
that it would be ſomething on your parts, which 
would be aitended with no ſmall difficulty ; but 
how kind, good, and gracious, is your Heavenly 
Father, for he only requires of you that you de zu/t- 
ly ; that 1s, rendering to all their dues, and inju— 
ring no one in body, foul, goods, or fame that 
you love mercy ; that is, not only extending relief to 
the neceſſitous, and pardoning every offence, but 
delighting 
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delighting to be employed in doing good ;—and 
that you walk humbly with God. Walking humbly 
with GoD, is to be conſcious of the imperfection 
of our beſt ſervices, to be ſubmiſſive to his go- 
vernment, and reſigned to his providence. 

GoD is not to be neglected or diſobeyed, be- 
cauſe he is kind and merciful, You have his laws 
in the Ten Commandments literally; you are fur- 
ther inſtructed in them ſpiritually in the New Teſ- 
tament, as interpreted by JtsUs CHRIST, who 
came down from heaven to ſave mankind from 
everlaſting deſtruction. You are there informed: 
of the terms on which ſalvation 1s promiſed. 

To remember, therefore, your Creator as you 
ought, you muſt call to mind your duty to him, 
which you are taught in your Catechiſm. To be- 
lieve in him, is to acknowledge him to be the Crea- 
tor of all things in heaven and on earth ; to fear 
him, is to be fearful, of offending him, not only 
becauſe he can puniſh you for diſobeying his com- 
mandments, but aiſo on account of his great kind- 
neſs to you; to {ove him for preſerving you from 
all dangers ; and as to him you owe your being, 


your preſervation, and all the bleſſings you now 


enjoy, and will hereafter enjoy, if (as our Church 
Catechiſm expreſſes it) © you put your whole truſt 
in him, call upon him in prayer, honour his 
holy name and his word, and ſerve him truly 
Hall the days of your life.“ 


1 Matth. chap. vi. . | 
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I ſhall next inform you (as I promiſed) why you 
are particularly exhorted to remember your Crea- 
tor in the days of your youth. 
Young as you are, my little hearers, you muſt 
have obſerved, when any one wants a plant or 
flower to grow in any particular manner, he al- 


ways trains it when it is young, well knowing 


the great difficulty, if not the impoſſibility, of do- 
ing it when older.—You know you can twiſt a 
twig round your hand, but when it is grown older, 
and becomes firm and hard, you cannot bend it 
with all your ſtrength. Children in the ſame 
manner, muſt be inſtructed when young, for at 
that tender age they will receive inſtruction with 
more eaſe, and remember it longer; for (as So- 
lomon in his Book of Proverbs has remarked) 
« train up a child in the way that he ſhould go, 
« and when he is old he will not depart from it.” 

Many of you have not been long in the Sunday 
Schools, yet how different do you in general ap- 
pear and act from thoſe children whoſe parents 
have unkindly refuſed to let them receive the be- 
nefit of them. You are cleanly, decent in your 
behaviour, know your duty to Gop and your 
neighbour, and are become induſtrious ; whillt 
theſe poor children, who have never had the ad- 
vantage of a Sunday School, are running about 


the ſtreets even on Sunday, in dirt and rags, quite 


unacquainted with their duty to Gop or their 


neighbour, are idle, take Gop's name in vain, are 
abuſive, 


E 
abuſive, and either beg or ſteal to keep themſelves 
from ſtarving. When you obſerve this difference 


in them and yourſelves, do not, my young friends, 


deſpiſe them, but pity them, and pray for them; 
for it 1s not their faults, but that of their parents, 
who have refuſed to have them religiouſly 1n- 
ſtructed. Some of thoſe poor unfortunate chil- 
dren haye been taken into the Sunday Schools af- 
ter having been long uſed to bad habits, and you 
mult have obſerved how difficult a taſk it has been 
to teach hem, to what it was to teach you who 
came to theſe Schools early in life. : 

You alſo have ſcen ſeveral of your ſchool-fellows, 
after having left the Schools, come of their own 
accord on a Sunday to their old School, and allo 
attend you to church on Sunday evenings, and are 
clteemed by all who know them; this is the con- 
ſcquence of being early inſtructed in their duty. 

As ſuch inſtitutions have proved a blefling to 
many whom you know, as well as to yourſelves, 1 
molt earneſtly intreat you to remember theſe great 
advantages, and continue daily to offer up your 
thanks to Almighty Gop, not only whilſt you are 
in the Schools, but when you leave them; recollect 
that from thoſe to whom much is given, much is 
required; and by being exemplary in your conduct, 
(that 1s, ſetting a good example to other children} 
you will ſhew your gratitude to your benefactors, 
and may be the means of cauſing other children to 
receive the ſame education as yourſclves „ and- 
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ſhould it pleaſe Gop to preſerve your lives, til) 


you yourſelves become fathers and mothers, you 
will undoubtedly put your children to the Sunday 
Schools, ſo that they may receive from them the 
ſame benefits as you have done; and you yourſelves 
will convince them, that the beſt advice you can 
give them will be“ TO REMEMBER THEIR 
„ CREATOR IN THE DAYS OF THEIR YOUTH,” 


— k3ͤ— ——e——ẽ 
On GOOD-FRIDAY. 


JOHN xix. 16. 


THEN PILATE DELIVERED HIM TO THEM T0 


BL CRUCIFIED, 


7 I'S day was obſerved by the firſt Chriſtians 

with the ſtricteſt faſting and humiliation, 
from a ſenſe of the ſins of mankind, for which no 
atonement could be made, but that of the death 
of CHRIST. Why this day is called Good Friday 
is not well known, but it is by many ſuppoſed to 


ariſe from the great good that the Death of CHRIST 


produced to mankind ; the forgiveneſs of their 


ins, the redemption of their ſouls, the reſurrec- 


tion of the body, and a life everlaſting. 


* Mr. NzL$0n ſays, © it was from the bleſſed fees of our 
Saviour's ſufferings, which are the ground of all our joy; and 
from thoſe unſpeakable good things which he hath purchaſed 
for us by his death, whereby the bleſſed J=sus made expiation 
For the fins of the whole world, and by the ſhedding of bis cron 
blend obtained eternal redemption for um. Heb. ix. 12 Go 
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Some years ago this day was not ſo ſtrictly ob- 


ſerved as it is at preſent; but Dr. PoxrEus, the 
preſent Biſhop of London, wrote a very ſenſible 


and affeAing Exhortation for the proper obſer- 
vance of this day, f which had a very good effect, 
at leaſt to outward appearances; the fhops being 
now ſhut as on Sundays, and the Service of the 


Church better attended, and you regularly hear a 


diſcourſe on this ſolemn event in the evening at 
Church. But to hear without underſtanding, to 
underſtand and not ta give attention or regard, is 
what I moſt earneſtly wiſh to remove. I will 
therefore endeavour to explain this great event in 
ſuch a manner as to be underſtood by you ; and 
to make ſo deep and laſting an impreſſion on your 
minds, that you may live like thoſe who are ſen- 
ſible of the ſufferings of CHRIST, and the great 
benefits they have received by his death. 

In the proper Pſalms, and Leſſons taken out of 
the Old Teſtament, you have this day heard the 
ſufferings of our bleſſed Lord foretold, but parti- 
cularly in the fifty-third chapter of the Prophet 
Iſaiah. He is there repreſented as one © deſpi- 
« ſed and rejected of men, a man of forrows and 


«, acquainted with grief; he was wounded for our 
e tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed for our iniqui- 


«© ties, the chaſtiſement of our peace was upon 
« him, and with his ſtripes we are healed. All 


+ See this little TraQ, printed for Rivington, St. Paul's 
Thur ch-Yard, and ſold for 3d. 
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et we like ſheep have gone aſtray, we have turned 
every one to his own way, and the Lord hath 
laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was op- 
„ preſſed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened 
& not his mouth; he is brought as a lamb to the 
& ſlaughter, and as a ſheep before his fliearers is 
« dumb, ſo he opened not his mouth. He was 
« cutoff out of the land of the living; for the tranſ- 
«« greſſion of my people was he ſtricken. He had 
* done no violence, neither was any deceit found 


* in his mouth. He bare the fins of Ys and 


« made interceſfion for the tranſgreſſors. 


In the Epiſtle of this day, St. Paul clearly proves, 


that CHRIST was the perſon foretold, who was 
to be a ſacrifice for the ſins of mankind; and in 
the Goſpel of St. John, the ſufferings, crucifixion 
and death of CHRISH are related. Theſe chapters 
are frequently read by you or to you, but how ſel- 
dom and by how few are they attended to ſeri- 
ouſly! Is this not a matter of great ſurpriſe ? 
Were you informed of any prince laying down 
his life to reconcile the King his father to his ſub- 
jects, who had diſobeyed his laws, and had rebel- 
led againſt him, and that this Prince was put to 
death in the moſt painful manner, that of being 
crucified ; a death inflicted on the vileſt of male- 
factors, and done in the following manner: They 
were ſtripped, then faſtened to a croſs, the arms 
extended, and a large nail driven through the 


palms of each hand and through each foot, and 


. i there 
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there remained for many hours in the greateſt tor- 
ture. Think, only think, my dear young friends, 
that you behold this Prince ſuffering this death, to 
ſave the lives of diſobedient and rebellious ſub- 


jects, and J am ſure you will ſincerely pity him, 


and be grieved to think that ſo kind, gracious, 
and good a Prince ſhould thus ſuffer. 

If then you, and even many others who have re- 
ceived what 1s called a good education, cannot 
hear ſuch an account of an earthly prince, without 
being grievouſly affected, how ſhameful mult it 
then be, for you and them to read the hiſtory of the 
ſufferings and death of CHRIST, without feeling 


or ſhewing the leaſt concern! For whom did he 
ſuffer derifion, ſcorn, inſult, ſtripes, crucifixion, 


and at laſt the moſt painful and ſhameful death ? 
Was it not for us, and for our ſalvation, that he 
came down from heaven to undergo all theſe ſuf- 
ferings; and ſhall we then be ſo ungrateful to this 
kind, good, and generous friend, as to let this day 
paſs unnoticed by us, and hear an account of his 
death, without being the leaſt affected? Forbid it 
Heaven, forbid it gratitude! On the contrary, may 
you, my young friends, on the yearly return of this 
day BE SERIOUS; * reflect on what you have read 
and heard of the tranſactions of this ſolemn day, 

* When that eminent Chriſtian the learned GzoTivs lay 
en his death=bed, an intimate friend deſired that in his great 
wiſdom he would give him ſome advice how he might fo live, 


as to ſecure future happnigſs; to whom GaoTivs only ſaid, 
* BE SERIQUS,”? 


and 


IZ. 


and remember you are Chriſtians. Vou will then 
act as becomes the ſervants of ſo good a maſter, 
and after death you will be received by him into 
the kingdom he has prepared for all thoſe who 
believe on him, and truſt on his merits, and not 
their own, for a joyful reſurrection. 


| " 8 0 
EPHES. iv. IO. 


HE THAT DESCENDED, IS THE SAME ALSO 
THAT ASCENDED UP FAR A&OVE ALL HEA=- 
VENS, THAT HE MIGHT FILL ALL THINGS, 


AVING explained to you on Geod- Friday 

the death of JESUS CHRIST, and in what 
manner you were to paſs that day, I ſhall now 
ſpeak to you on his aſcenſion into heaven. 

In the Old Teſtament we read that Enoch and 
Elijah were taken up into heaven, and of thoſe who 
were raiſed from the dead; and in the New Teſta- 
ment of others who were again reſtored to life by 
our Bleſſed Lord, and his diſciples ; but we have 
no account of any other perſon's being dead and 
buried, riſing again, and aſcending into heaven, but 
that of CHRIST, and theſe circumſtances fully 


proved him to be the true Meſſiah. Though we 
never can be ſufficiently thankful to our bleſſed 


Lord, for coming down from heaven, taking our na- 
ture upon him, and ſuffering death, that we might 
| receive 
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n receive pardon of our ſins; yet his reſurrection and 
, aſcenſion are of ſtill greater conſequence to us, and 
0 ſhew his unexampled goodneſs and power. To 
0. have been freed from puniſhment through the death 
It of CHRIST, certainly demands our moſt grateful 


acknowledgements; but in addition to this favour, 
to be promiſed, that if we truly repent us of our 
ſins, and lead a new life, that we ſhould not only 
receive forgiveneſs, but through him alſo receive 
an everlaſting life of happineſs, and be admitted 

into the preſence of Almighty God, his Father and 
eur Father, and reſide with the angels, and the 


; ſpirits of juſt men made perfect: This is a bleſ- 

ng that ſurpaſſes all human underſtanding, and no 
ay words can expreſs our gratitude ſo well as thoſe 
\at in our liturgy: © We bleſs thee for our creation, 
vw | © preſervation, and all the bleſſings of this life; 


but above all, for thine ineſtimable love in the 
« redemption of the world by our Lord Feſus Chriſt.” 

As I am ſure you would on no account loſe fo 
great a bleſſing, let me remind you of what you 
may do to forfeit it, and what you mult do to en- 
joy it. CarIsT himſelf has aſſured you that he 
came on earth not to deſtroy the law, but to ful- 
fil it; you therefore muſt take care not to act 
contrary to that law. 

You are continually inſtructed in the Cate- 
chiſm, and the greater part of you can repeat it, 
by which you are well acquainted with the Jen 
Commandments :— 


In 
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In the Hy you are ordered to put your truſt 
in Gop alone. If you truſt to your parents and 
friends for what you want, without praying to 
God for it, you will break this commandment, 

The Second forbids your paying adoration to any 
ether than Gop himſelf; now by negleCting to 
worſhip him properly, ſuffering your thoughts to 
be entirely employed with what you ſhall eat, 
what you ſhall drink, wherewithal you ſhall be clo- 
thed, ſpending your time idly, and not having the 
fear of God before your eyes, you break this law. 

The Th:rd I hope you never have, nor ever will 
intentionally be guilty, of breaking; for taking the 
name of the Logp in vain, is a ſin which you 
can have no inducement to commit; and God 
himſelf ſays, if you take his name in vain he will 
not hold you guiltleſs. You muſt not, even in 
common diſcourſe, ſay O Gd, O Lord, or Lord 
have mercy upon me. 

The Fourth. If you negle to attend the pub- 
lick worſhip of Gop on Sunday, employ your time 
on that day in work, amuſements, or idleneſs, you 
certainly do not keep the day holy, and therefore 
will be a Sabbath-breaker. As you are Sunday- 
School Scholars, you will be the more unpardonable, 
if, when you are grown up, you ſhould be Sabbath 
breakers. It is a fin that has brought many poor 


creatures to an untimely and ſhameful death, which Fs 


they have frequently acknowledged at the gallows, 


Although it is a day of reſt from labour, unleſs you 
| employ 
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employ it in attending divine ſervice, and reading 
the ſcriptures at home, you will be the more liable 
to keep bad company, and be tempted to do evil. 
Theſe firſt four commandments contain your 
duty towards God ; and whoever diſobeys them, 
and does not ſincerely repent of it, will loſe thoſe 
great bleſſings promiſed to them in the Goſpel. 
By the Fifth commandment, you are enjoined 
to behave with duty, reſpect, and obedience to your 
parents; and not only to them, but to your ſuperi- 
ors, particularly to your ſpiritual teachers, who are 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel, and to all who have 
any authority over you. If you refuſe or neglect 
to treat hem with reſpect whom you ſee daily, or 
diſobey them, how can it be expected that you 
will ever pay that regard to Gop, whom you have 
not ſeen. On the obſervance of this command- 
ment much depends ; for without ſubordination 
and humility in children, all order is deſtroyed. 
The Sixth. Thou ſhalt do no murder.” This 
is a molt henious fin indeed, but whilſt you are 
young, there is no great danger of your commit- 
ing it; though it is neceſſary to remind you of it, 
that as you grow in years, you may ſee the danger 
of it. To avoid your being guilty of it, you mult 
forbear uſing inſulting or injurious language, giv- 
ing way to anger, malice, or envy. Murder is in 
general conſidered the taking away the life of a 


Jellow creature; but the deſtroying ourſelves is 


undoubtedly murder, and of the worſt kind, be- 
cauſe 


1 
cauſe a man may live to repent of any other, but 
the ſelf-murderer ruſhes into the preſence of his 
offended Gop without repentance; and ſuch as 
are known to have deſtroyed themſelves are not 
allowed chriſtian burial, for they are not con- 
ſidered as Chriſtians, and are therefore put into 
the earth where croſs roads meet, and a ſtake 
driven through the body, to warn others from ac- 
ting in the ſame manner. 'To kill any animal 
maliciouſly or wantonly, is a very great crime 
for God made them, and gave them life, there- 
fore in taking it away in ſuch a manner, is an of- 
fence to God, and will not go unpuniſhed by him. 

The Seventh commandment is particularly di- 
rected to thoſe of riper years than you are, but it is 
not too ſoon to imprint on your minds the dange- 
rous conſequence of this horrible vice, and what 
itis. When you arrive at a proper age, many of 
you will undoubtedly enter into the holy ſtate of 
matrimony; which is a ſolemn agreement made 
between one man and one woman to live together 
in the fear of Gop all the days of their lives, till 
death do them part: to have a ſincere affection for 
each other, and they are to contribute all in their 
power to their mutual ſupport. If, inſtead of ſo 
doing, the man quits his wife for another woman, 
or the woman leaves her huſband for another man, 
this is committing adultery, and the conſequences 
are very fatal and bad to themſelves and to ſociety, 


By adultery all domeſtick happineſs is deſtroyed, 
pO: the 


1 


the children (if they have any) are neglected, and 
inſtead of being uſeful ſubjects, become burthens 
to the pariſh they are born in, and unleſs they are 
taken into the Sunday Schools, are in general 
brought up without any knowledge of Chriſtia- 
nity ;_ this, therefore, is a grievous fin. 
The Eighth Commandment not only forbids the 
taking away by force or ſecretly, what belongs to 
another; the taking of flax, wool, or worſted, from 
each other, or waſting it,“ is alſo an act of injuſtice, 
and may teach you to become thieves. Should you 
nn future be ſervants, you muſt on no account waſte, 
- Wl deſtroy, or give away what is entruſted to your care, 
or even connive at others doing it. You muſt not 
idle away your time when at home, or loiter it away 
when abroad, becauſe your maſters and miſtreſſes 
have agreed to give you wages for your labour and 
time; if you receive the one, you mult comply with 
the other, or elſe you will be guilty of a fraud. 
Speakingevil of any one 1s robbing them of their 
good name, which is the worſt of all thefts, becauſe 
ll you may never have it in your power to reſtore it; 
or ¶ beſides, you do an injury to another, without doing 
eit I any good to yourſelves ; which is acting like Sa- - 
lo tan, the great enemy of mankind. 
an, Should you ever enter into any kind of trade, 
an, I take care never to impoſe on thoſe with whom you 
ces Ideal; for this alio may juſtly be conſidered as theft. 


ety. 

a6 As the children in the School of "99 ſpin wool and 

f 10 ax, this caution is more particularly directed to them, 4 
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In fact, if you would but follow the Golden Rule, 
to do unto others as you would they ſhould do unto 
you, you will never be guilty of ſtealing in any 
ſenſe of the word, or in any degree whatever. 
The Ninth. This means taking a falſe oath to 
the prejudice of any one. You are at ere r 
young to have your oath taken as a witne 5 r 
ou may do no ſmall injury to the chara - 1 
ae ſchool-fellows, or others of whom you ſpea 
a To accuſe them of doing or ſaying any 
thing that is bad, to ſave yourſelf from ſhame * 
puniſhment, or maliciouſly to have then e, 
ed, is a very wicked act, and leads nid = 
becauſe, ſhould you not heſitate 8 -— we ws. 
h. u are young, you may FIN 
BR to 8 of perjury, by 3 you 
will be liable to ſuffer a ſhameful deat N 3 
The Tenth, This commandment «eh e . 
very often broken, not only by ſuch wa my 
ou are, but by thoſe who are older, and ave 
od educations. To be unhappy and diſconten- 
; — with your ſituation in life, and to envy OY 
who are richer or in a higher ſtation of life than 


k as hag 
yourſelves, is in general to defire to have what b 


longs to them. This can do you no eee. 
the contrary much harm; it brings on a 0 - 
tented mind, which 1s one of the wo a. 
that can befal you; for let your ſituation 5 * 
ſo great, you will not be able to reliſh any deg 
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yourſelf. Beſides;- to covet other men's goods, 
may in time lead to theft, or even murder ; and 
by breaking the tenth commandmeht, you may 
be brought to break the ſixth and eighth. 

Theſe ſix commandments contain our duty to- 
wards our neighbour, and are explained by our Lord” 
in his ſermon on the mount ; whenever therefore, 
you have read or repeated by memory theſe com- 
mandments, always conclude with ſaying, © Lord 
« have mercy upon us, and write all theſe thy 
« laws in our hearts, we beſeech thee.” | 

If you diſobey theſe commandments, the cruct- 
fixion and aſcenſion of CyriIsT JEsvs will be of 
very ſerious conſequence to you; for after death 
when you riſe from the grave, and appear at the 
judgment ſeat of CHR1sT, you can have no excuſe 
for breaking theſe commandments, and you will 
therefore be liable to everlaſting puniſhment. But 
if, on the contrary, you have obſerved them, by 
doing your duty to GoD and your neighbour, as 
you are more particularly taught to do in your Ca- 
techiſm, you will be received by your bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour into his kingdom prepared for you. 


Ihe happineſs you will for ever enjoy there will be 


uch as“ the eye hath not ſeen, the ear heard, nor 
{ hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive.“ 

ALMIGHTY Lord and everlaſting God, vouch- 
ate, we beſeech thee, to direct, ſanctify, and govern 
oth our hearts and bodies in the ways of thy laws, 
ind in the works of thy commandments ; that 
through 
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through thy moſt mighty protection, both . and 


ever, we may be preſerved in body an d ſoul, through t. 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Amen, 0 


On CLEANLINESS. 


ISAIAH, i. 16. 
WASH YE, MAKE YE CLEAN, 


W ASHING formed a chief ceremonial part W ſhi 
of the religion of the Jews; they were po 

not only enjoined to waſh their hands, face, and © me 
feet, every day, but even ſeveral times each day, i ing 
and never went to the tabernacle without perform- | the 
ing it. The waſhing of the body, and keeping | ſou 
it clean, was emblematical, that is deſigned to re- dir 
mind them of the purity or cleanneſs of the ſoul; our 
nor could it be ſuppoſed that a Jew who neglcc- 
ted the duty of waſhing the body would take them <:1 
trouble to purify the ſoul. I 
- Amongſt us Chriſtians waſhing is not . mer 

as an act of religion, except in baptiſm, which, in bor 
warm climates, is generally performed by dipping life 
the perſon baptized in water, but in cold climatcs ] any 
it would be dangerous to the health; therefore the | de i 
child at baptiſm is ſprinkled with water, and this Held; 
dipping or ſprinkling is conſidered, figuratively, as nece 
the waſhing away the ſtain contracted by us from ges 
our parents; for we by nature are born in ſin, but 
by baptiſm we are male the children of grace. 


f 


- 


It 
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It is become a proverb to ſay, Cleanlineſs is next 
to Godlinefs, and I am well convinced, that with- 
out cleanlineſs there will be no godlineſs ; who- 
ever are idle and careleſs of their perſons, are in 
general neglectful of all moral and chriſtian du- 
ties. © In the whole courſe of my life I do not re- 


collect ever having ſeen a dirty perſon attend any 


place of divine worſhip ; being, I conclude, con- 
vinced that none but perſons of decent appearance 
ſhould enter there. Yet I have ſeen many very 
poor perſons at church, whoſe clothes, though 
mean and patched, were clean, they well know- 
ing that Gop is no reſpeQer of perſons, for 
though their outer garments may be mean, their 
ſouls may be clothed with righteouſneſs. Thus 
dirt and idleneſs deprive men of the greateſt hon- 
our and happineſs; for our Lord ſays, © where 
two or three are gathered together in my name, 
« am in the midit of them.“ 

I would by no means be underſtood to recom- 
mend to. you, my young friends, any thing that 
borders on finery in dreſs, for your ſituation in 
life will not allow it ; and ſhould you appear in 
any but a plain clean dreſs, your character would 
de in danger. The wages of honeſt induſtry are 
ſeldom laid out in gaudy apparel, but in the real 
neceſſaries and comforts of life: whereas the wa- 
ges of ſin, theft, and proſtitution, are ſpent in 
fine * dreſs and diſſipation. 


bo. Cleanline ls 
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Cleanlineſs can be preſerved at very little trouble 


or expence; to keep the body clean, a little ſoap 
and water is alone neceſſary, and by inſtantly 


mending your garments when any hole or rent 


appears, they will laſt the longer. Cleanlineſs is 
alſo a great preſerver of health; it is always ſure 
to meet with approbation, for whenever we ſee a 
poor but cleanly perſon, we are inclined to give 
our aſſiſtance, having great cauſe to believe it will 
not be thrown away; for we conclude they are 
induſtrious, and experience has convinced me of 
the truth of this ſuppoſition. That cleanlineſs 
proceeds in general from your own inclination, is 
evident from your preſent appearance ; for it is 


not the children of the parents who earn moſt 


that are the moſt cleanly ; very far from it,—for 
the greater part of you who are neat and clean, 
and in decent apparel, are the children of the 
pooreſt parents, which does you and them great 
credit, and are therefore more deſerving of aſſiſt- 
ance, 1 | | 

You children who are clothed by your benefac- 
tors ought more particularly to appear clean, for 
it would be very ungrateful and diſreſpectful in 
you to abuſe their kindneſs, by your. neglecting to 
keep your clothes clean, or be dirty in your per- 
ſons ; nor could you have any reaſon to expect 
any future favours from them after ſuch conduct. 


I have only to appeal to you who are now cleanly, 
| | but 
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but were once dirty, whether you do not feel 
yourſelves more comfortable in yourſelves, and 
receive a pleaſure in being taken notice of by 
your ſuperiors for your cleanlineſs. 

In Sunday Schools, and Schools of Induſtry, 
thoſe children who are cleanly are always ſure of 
meeting with the approbation of their viſitors, and 
of all who ſee them, and are ſure of being reward- 
ed ; whereas the dirty are beheld with diſguſt, and 
every one 1s unwilling to come near them, even 
the children of the ſame Khool. Cleanlineſs muſt 
alſo be obſerved in regard to your books and 
work, for the firſt will be ſoon deſtroyed by dirty 
hands, and the other will never be worth ſo much 
as if done cle... 

To conclude ; if you with to be aſſiſted, or have 
any attention ſhewn to you, you mult have parti- 
cular regard to cleanlineſs. You will receive great 
benefit from it, and your benefactors will think 
themſelves ſufficiently repaid by the pleaſure they 
will receive in ſeeing you pay a proper regard to 
their kindneſs and attention. I moſt earneſtly in- 
treat you to waſh your hands, face, and mouth, and 
comb your hair every morning, and then offer up 
your prayers to Almighty Gop, and do the ſame 


every night before you go to bed. Be cleanly, 


ſober, honeſt, induſtrious, and religious; you may 
then be aſſured that through the merits. of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus CHRIST, you will meet 
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veith the bleſſing of Gop here on earth, and be 
received at your death into that kingdom prepared 
for all thoſe who are pure in heart. 
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ON THE 


INSTITUTION . 
4 | "A ; 
SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


HEN Sunday Schools were firſt propoſed 

to the publick, they met (as all plans ge- 
nerally do) with advocates and opponents; fortu- 
nately however for the inſtitution, among the for- 
mer were Divines and Lawyers eminently diſtin- 
guiſhed for their ſuperior learning, ſenſe and vir- 
tues. 

Nevertheleſs, objections ſtill prevail; and as 
they are zealouſly circulated in the publick papers 
by thoſe who hold opinions unſavourable to the 
meaſure, it is neceſſary for its friends to have re- 
courſe to ſimilar means for its juſtification. 
Ihe fact is, that the arguments made uſe of 

by the opponents of Sunday Schools, chiefly, turn 
upon certain ſuppoſed inconveniences which may 
peſſibly ariſe to ſociety from their continuance, 
without conſidering at the ſame time the more 
probable advantages which, as far as human reaſon 
may preſume to propheſy, cannot fail to reſult 


from the proper management of the inſtitution. 
D 3 And 
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And already, indeed, Providence has been graci- 


ouſly pleaſed to give ſo evident a bleſſing on the 
endeavours of thoſe who conduct this extenſive 


cChatity, that I am able to appeal from imaginary 


miſchiefs to poſitive W experience of 
its publick utility. 


Accordingly in the city of Bath, where J reſide, 


the ſame children who, before theſe ſchools were 
eſtabliſhed, were ſeen every Sunday rudely rioting 
in the ſtreets, and offending the inhabitants by their 
dirt and profaneneſs, are now collected every Sab- 
dath in the different ſeminaries appointed for that 
purpoſe, in the different parts of the town, where 
they are obliged to appear clean, are taught to 
behave decently, and are inſtructed in the diſtin- 
guiſhing principles of the Chriſtian Religion. 
There is another advantage they derive from 
thus deing regularly aſſembled together on a ſta- 


ted day in each week, they become reconciled 


to confinement, and are habituated to behave with 
filence and reſpect in the preſence of their ſuperi- 
ors: for a certain number of reſpectable Ladies 
and Gentlemen have undertaken the exemplary 
office of being Viſitors of the ſeveral fchools, and 
each takes one of them in particular as the object 
of her or his peculiar inſpection. By this means 
2 degree of emulation is promoted among the 
children; and thoſe who appear to have profited 


moſt by the moral and religious inſtructions of 
their 


. 


their tedchers and viſitors, are ſtimulated to per- 


ſevere by ſuitable encouragements. 

Their aſſembling at Church, for the religious 
purpoſes of the day, is evidently. a pleaſing duty 
to themſelves, and alſo affords great ſatisfaction 
to all who behold them. I have often ſeen tears 
of ſenſibility ſhed, by Gentlemen as well as La- 
dies, at ſo pleaſing and affecting a ſight. The 


parents are alſo induced to attend divine ſervice, 


from the heartfelt pleaſure they receive in behold- 


ing their children attentively performing the __ 
vout exerciſes'of the ſacred place. 

Add to this, that the preſence of the Gene 
of the Committee, together with the Viſitors, and 
perſons of rank and fortune, raiſes in the children 


and their parents a better opinion of themſelves; 


impreſſes upon them a certain ſelf- reſpect, which 
is one of the great guards of virtue; and being 
thus mingled in one common congregation with 
their protectors and ſuperiors, they no longer en- 


tertain the diſpiriting ſuſpicion that they are a diſ- 


tinct and rejected claſs of beings, but ſtand in the 
ſame relation as the reſt of mankind to the Uni- 
verſal Father of Heaven and Earth. 

Thus Sunday Schools have brought together the 
ſeveral links of that great chain of ſociety, which 
has too long been broken and ſeparated; I mean 
that which has united the rich and the poor; thus 
ſtrikingly exhibiting the reciprocal relation they 


ſtand in to each other. The rich are now better 


4 acquainted 


* 
asquainted with the wants and diſtreſſes of the 
poor; they perceive that the vices of the loweſt 


orders are leſs owing to an innate depravity of 


nature, than to their having been totally deſtitute 
in their early years of every moral and religious 
inſtruction. The poor, on the other hand, ſtruck 
with this humane attention to them and their 
ehildren, are ambitious to acquire the eſteem of 
their generous guardians and inſtructors; and 
knowing it can only be attained by a moral and 
religious merit, they become, from intereſt as 
well as principle, good Chriſtians, and uſeſul 
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The only material brat to Sunday Sc Schools 


appear to me to be, 


1/7. That what the Children learn on one Sun- 
day is forgotten by them before the next. 


24h. That teaching children to read will make 
them unwilling to enter into the lower oc- 
cupations of life. | 


In anſwer to the firſt, I will take upon me to 
declare, that many children, who have had no 
other education than that which they received in 
the Sunday Schools, have been able in one year 


to read the Pſalter; and ſeveral children, not ſe- 


ven years of age, have repeated to me three Col- 


lects 
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tefts in ſucceſſion. Others who would never 


have had any education from their parents, are 


now aſſiſted by them at their leiſure hours in their 
reſpective occupations, —The firſt great 8 
tion being thus removed, 
Joo the ſecond I reply, that learning to read will 
not have the bad effect alledged; for ſhould the 


children have no other reaſon for not entering the 


lower occupations, but that of their being able to 
read, (which many thoufands in their line of life 
cannot) this cauſe will ſoon be removed by the in- 
ſtitution of Sunday Schools. As the greater part 
of the children in this kingdom will in a fe years 
be able to read, and as it will then be conſidered 
a diſgrace to parents to have children of a proper 
age who cannot read, all will be induced to ac- 
quire this neceſſary branch of learning. 

Now that this knowledge is not in fact detri- 
mental to Society, cannot be more ſtrongly pro- 
ved than by the behaviour of the loweſt among the 


natives of North-Britain, who are allowed by all 


who have any connection with them, to be an 
obedient, diligent, induſtrious, and frugal claſs of 
men, conſequently are better ſervants of every 
ſort ; and whoever has had them under his com- 
mand, as ſailors or ſoldiers, will do them the juſ- 
tice to declare, that they are governed with leſs 
trouble than any other ſet of people of this iſland. 
When it is conſidered that we live in a free 


country, that the 3 are permitted to be 
read 


* 3 
read by every one, is it not as great a degree of eru- 
elty and arbitrary power, to deprive the poor of 
an opportunity of learning to read the Scriptures, 
as it is to prevent thoſe from reading them who 
are able ? Whoever has attentively obſerved the 
conduct of the lower claſſes of the people, muſt 
have taken notice, that on Sunday thoſe who can- 


not read, devote the greateſt part of the day to 


dangerous idleneſs, lounging, or goſſipping; 
whereas thoſe who can read will in general take up 
the Bible, and improve themſelves ;—but when 
ſickneſs, or the evening of life advances, great is the 
conſolation to thaſe who can read the Scriptures. 


Who then, in this country of liberty, would 


wiſh to withhold from a fellow ſubject and Chriſ- 
tian, ſuch a reſource, pleaſure, and comfort, 
merely becauſe learning to read may poſſibly be 
attended with ſome ſmall inconvenience to a a par- 

ticular part of ſociety? | | 
Let them reflect, that there is no great or 
t good deſign that may not have its inconveni- 
« ence, and be embarraſſed with doubts and heſi- 
e tations. If we are never to puſh into action 
till the perplexities of ſpeculative and timid 
« men are entirely removed, nothing valuable 
% can be attempted. What ſucceſs may attend 
« this inſtitution, no one can fay ; the event mult 
© be committed into the hands of Divine Provi- 
& dence. Some good cannot well avoid reſulting 
« "from the trial, and at any rate, whoever en- 
| « deavours 
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« deavours to promote the Chriſtian Religion, 


„ will have the heartfelt ſatisfaction of having 


« ſincerely attempted to promote the nobleſt in- 
4 tereſts of mankind, and the temporal and eter- 
« nal happineſs of the riſing generation!“ x 


On the Viſitors every thing depends; and no 
one ſhould undertake that office, who is not re- 
ſolved to perſevere in it; it is an office that will 
give the higheſt ſatisfaction the human mind is 
capable of receiving. To inſtruò the ignorant, 
to promote the Chriſtian Religion, to aſſiſt real 
objects of charity, to comfort the afflicted, and 
vifit the ſick, are ſuch virtues, that he who prac- 
tiſes them will not only be rewarded here, but 
hereafter. And when two or three hours each 
Sunday can produce ſo much happineſs, who that 
reflects would loſe ſuch real pleaſure ? But it muſt - 
not be forgotten, that this pleaſure is not to be 
obtained without ſome difficulties. The Viſitors 
have to combat and bear with the 1gnorance, in- 
gratitude, and even rudeneſs of the parents, who 
are often blind to their own intereſt. In this 
country of civil liberty, we cannot compel people 
to do that which is even foritheir own advantage. 
Perſuaſiom therefgre is the only method, with a 

' *® Theſe are the ſentiments of a learned and diſtinguithed 
character. 
reſolution 
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reſolution never to be provoked to wrath. Pity 


muſt take place of anger; and the grand object 
had in view to reform the minds of the riſing ge- 


neration make every impediment vaniſh. In fact, 


« Who does the beſt his circumſtance allows, 
„ Does well, acts nobly :—Angels could no more.” 


No argument can ſo effectually prove the .uti- 


lity of viſitors, as the difference of attendance and 
behaviour of the children when they have viſi— 
tors, and when they have not, in this city. Du- 
ring the ſummer months, when ſeveral of the viſi- 
tors leave Bain, t! > ſchools decreaſe in number; 
it is therefore m/? crarne/tly recommended to the vili- 
tors to appoint atlittants, and to every well-wiſher 
to the Sunday Schools to do every thing in their 
power to increaſe the number of Sunday ſcholars; 
the ignorance or difhdence of the poor frequently 
preventing the ſending their children, unleſs they 


are applied to, or their children recommended by 


perions of character. 
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